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NEW LIFE Means Better Library Styling 


Clean, performative lines and elegant sim- 
plicity cre important themes in contemporary archi- 
tecture. In the library field, trendmakers like Sjéstrém 
of Philadelphia are keenly aware of current needs, 
both esthetic and practical. 


As a result, NEW LIFE library furniture is a dynamic 
example of elegant, performative equipment. The 
demand for NEW LIFE is growing, for it has been 
realized that its fresh design assists the architect, 
delights the librarian and inspires the library public. 





in Louisiana: 


POA Wi. C. PARKER, INC. 


336 CAMP STREET, NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 


LIBRARY FURNITURE BY SJOSTROM OF PHILADELPHIA 











LOUISIANA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
OFFICERS, 1955 


President Elizabeth Cammack, East Carroll Parish Library 
Past President Vivian Cazayoux, Louisiana State Library 
First Vice-President .. Mrs. Ruth Clark Reedy, Lake Charles High School 
Second Vice-President Mrs. Max Schenker, East Baton Rouge Parish Library 
Secretary Mrs. Lou Venia G. Jones, Morehouse Parish Library 
Treasurer Jane Ellen Carstens, Southwestern Louisiana Institute 
Parliamentarian Mary Frances Smith, Centenary College 


REPRESENTATIVES 


American Library Association—Sallie Farrell, Louisiana State Library; Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton, 
Library School, Louisiana State University 


Southwestern Library Association—Elizabeth Cammack, East Carroll Parish Library; Mrs. Ruth Clark 
Reedy, Lake Charles High School; Mrs. Lois F. Shortess, Louisiana State Library. 


SECTION CHAIRMEN 


College and Reference Elliott Hardaway, Louisiana State University 
Louisiana Association of School Librarians Olive Gehring, Southwestern Louisiana Institute 
Public Lillian Gray, Concordia Parish Library 
Trustees George Lallande, Iberia Parish Library 


STANDING COMMITTEES—CHAIRMEN 


Adult Education Emily Reed, Rapides Parish Library 
Auditing Lucille Arceneaux, Lafayette Parish Library 
Constitution, By-Laws and Manual Mary Frances Smith, Centenary College 
Federal Relations Sallie J. Farrell, Louisiana State Library 
Intellectual Freedom Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton, Library School, esislene State University 
Legislation Mrs. Elizabeth Holloway, Pointe Coupee Parish Library 
Louisiana Literary Award Mrs. Edith Atkinson, Louisiana State Library 
Membership Mrs. Ruth Clark Reedy, Lake Charles High School 
Modisette Award Frances Flanders, Ouachita Parish Library 
Nominating Loma Knighten, Southwestern Louisiana Institute 
Public Relations Mrs. Max Schenker, East Baton Rouge Parish Library 
Recruiting Clara Haupt, Evangeline Parish Library 


State Planning Mrs. Odile Gill, Southeastern Louisiana College 








Vol 


The 
Por 


Rec 
The 


Rec 








ol 





THE BULLETIN 


of the 


LOUISIANA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


VOLUME 18 NuMBER 4 
CONTENTS FOR FALL 


The President’s Page .. . . . Elizabeth Cammack 120 
Portraits of Louisiana Librarians—VI 
Margaret M. Herdman ...... Kathleen Fletcher 122 
Twenty-five Years in the Life of a Library School Florrinell F. Morton 126 
Recent Children’s Books by L.S.U. Library School Graduates Norris McClellan 142 
The University Builds Sidney B. Smith 144 
A New Kind of Festival . Sallie Farrell 147 
Recruitment—What You Can Do 
I'm Just a Librarian enceed ..... Clara §. Haupt 150 
High School Librarians and Recruitment ... .. Agnes R. Clark 151 
What Can the College Library Do to Recruit ident? .. Elizabeth Stoney 153 
Over the Charging Desk ...............0....... ........ Eunice H. Cotton 153 
News on File 53 ......... Louise Ward 160 
Additional L.L.A. Members me eee rrr wacrdney 166 
WO ND DUE 5g eek Gh aS ca ot eve ee se oeba obs oe 0s ease bse ORES 167 
EDITORIAL BOARD 
Editors 
LouIsE WARD ELIZABETH RAULINS 
Louisiana State University Library Louisiana State Library 
Assistant Editors 
MARIE MAMALAKIS EUNICE H. COTTON 
Southwestern Louisiana Institute Library Franklin Parish Library 


Business Manager 
Mary GARST 
Louisiana State University Library 


The articles which appear in the Bulletin express the views of the authors: 
not necessarily the opinion or the policy of the editorial board. 


The Bulletin is published January, March, May, November. Address all communications for publi- 
cation to the editor, Louise Ward, College of Education Library, Peabody Hall, L.S.U. Address all 
advertising and business communications to the business manager, Mary Garst, Social Welfare 
Library, Law Building, L.S.U. Subscription rate to non-members is’ $2.00 a year; single copies, 
55 cents. 





“he President’s Lage 





Elizabeth Cammack 


Another Association year draws to a close 
and with it a change in officers and Executive 
Board. The outstanding event of this as of 
any year was the Convention held in Baton 
Rouge with a large attendance in unusual 
and attractive surroundings. But the Con- 
vention does not end Association activities. 
The Executive Board and many of the com- 
mittees continue their work throughout the 
year. 


One of the most recent and interesting 
developments has come out of the work 
being done by the Committee on the Union 
Catalog of Louisiana Materials under the 
capable leadership of its Chairman, Norma 
Durand. This committee has held several 
meetings and Norma has had a number of 
conferences important to the project. These 
have included several with Mr. Wade Mar- 
tin, Secretary of State, and one with Mr. 
Arnold Schwegmann, Head of the Union 
Catalog at the Library of Congress. This 
latter conference came about when Mr. 
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Schwegmann was in New Orleans and as 
a result of the interest of Librarian of Con. 
gress Quincy Mumford. 


Mr. Martin showed considerable interest 
in the project and has agreed to sponsor it 
through his office. At the present time 
(Oct.) a law has been drawn up and is in 
the hands of the committee for study. This 
provides for an appropriation from the Leg- 
islature for funds for establishing the cata- 
log. The work would be administered by 
the Secretary of State, which would assure 
the Association of its being done in a pro- 
fessional way and according to library speci- 
fications. A number of details, including the 
amount needed, have to be worked out. All 
of us are thrilled at the prospect which this 
catalog, dreamed of for so long, has of 
becoming a reality. 


At a meeting of the Louisiana Organiza- 
tion for State Legislation, the Union Catalog 
project is one of the five officially adopted 
by the L.O.S.L. for sponsorship at the next 
session of the Legislature. The success or 
failure of the project is now up to the mem- 
bership as the bill for appropriation must 
get through the Legislature. 


I know that you will look forward to 
Norma's report at the 1956 Convention. 


Three other committees are at work on 
special projects: the Indexing of Louisiana 
Magazines Committee, the Scholarship Com- 
mittee, and the Recruiting Committee. Be- 
fore you read this, you will have seen and 
heard of the work being done by the last 
group. An active campaign on recruiting 
has been planned for Book Week. Mem- 
bers of the Scholarship Committee are: 
Chairman, Marguerite Hanchey, Florrinell 
Morton, Sybil Farr, and Elizabeth Tarver. 
Those working on the Indexing project are: 
Chairman, Pearl Segura, Eugene Watson, 
Elsie Owen and Thesta Hogan. 

Before leaving office, I want to express 
my appreciation to you for giving me the 
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privilege of serving as your president. It 
has been an enriching and enlightening ex- 
perience, particularly in knowledge gained 
of the Association and its work and in 
friendships made among the members. I 
have been impressed by the ease and efh- 
ciency with which members take on responsi- 
bilities for committee assignments, for it is 
here that so much of the work is necessarily 
done. I am grateful to all of you who have 
worked to help make the year a success. 


I am happy to drop back again into the 


membership and to turn the presidency over 
to Ruth Reedy. Under Ruth’s leadership as 
1955 Membership Chairman the member- 
ship has increased almost 100 with the main 
growth in the School Section. Membership 
now stands at an all-time high of 750. 
Ruth goes into office knowing that a large 
and active group is back of her. With your 
support and her leadership, the Association 
should make rapid strides this coming year. 


Elizabeth Cammack 
President, L.L.A. 


Go the LSSU Library School— 
Happy Anniversary! 


We are particularly pleased to dedicate this issue of the Bulletin to the Library 
School of Louisiana State University which this year celebrates its twenty-fifth anniver- 
ary. Though still young comparably to other library schools over the nation, neverthe- 
less, the L.S.U. Library School has reached full maturity—as evidenced by the respect ac- 
corded its faculty and graduates and by the notable contributions to librarianship made by 
these groups. Our most sincere congratulations and wishes for continued progress are 
extended to Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton and her faculty and staff. 


L.W. 
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Lortraits of Louisiana Librarians 
VI : 
Margaret JM. Herdman 


By 
KATHLEEN FLETCHER 


Assistant Professor 
Southern Illinois University 





Margaret M. Herdman 


The history of the libraries in Louisiana 
will give a most prominent part to Margaret 
M. Herdman. Her place is assured, not only 
because of the length of service, but also 
because of the high quality of service that 
she has rendered in the field of education 
for librarianship. It is the teacher who in- 
troduces, trains, and gives the student the 
inspiration which he will need in the field 
of activity. Miss Herdman has worked 
longer than any other person in the State 
of Louisiana in this capacity, having come 
to the Louisiana State University in 1931 
as assistant director of the newly organized 
school of library science of the university. 


122 








It was fortunate for the school that she 
brought with her a. wealth of training and 
experience, a background which enabled 
her to best service the needs of her stu. 
dents. 


From any number of biographical sources, 
Who's Who in America, American Women, 
Directory of American Scholars, Who's Who 
in Library Service, one can read about 
Miss Herdman. But it is only in knowing 
her that one can really appreciate the full 
force of her personality. 


Margaret May Herdman was born in 
Chicago. She attended the University of 
Illinois, which awarded her the A.B. de- 
gree in 1910. While a college student, 
she joined Kappa Kappa Gamma social 
sorority. She was an active member of het 
chapter and later became one of the na 
tional officers of the sorority. She also 
served in 1920 as president of the Pan- 
Hellenic Group of New York City. As in 
other groups in which she participates, she 
takes an active part in Kappa Kappa Gamma 
and is a leader. 


The year following her graduation from 
the university she was assistant librarian 
at Illinois State Normal College. She left 
this position to return to the University 
of Illinois to become librarian for the Philos- 
ophy, Psychology, and Education Seminat. 
While holding this position, she completed 
in 1915 her work leading to the B.L.S. de- 
gree. One of her truest friends and advisets 
is Phineas Lawrence Windsor who was 
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Librarian of the University at this time. For 
the school year of 1916-1917 she was libra- 
rian at Rockford College, Rockford, Illinois. 


Going to Washington, D.C., she became 
Head of the Reference Files for the Alien 
Property Custodian. During the year that 
she was in Washington she acquired much 
knowledge of the nation’s capital. It was 
characteristic of her that she visited the state 
buildings, the pleasant countryside, and the 
historic sites. 


The next four years she worked in New 
York City, taking advantage of every oppor- 
tunity the city had to offer—the art mu- 
sums, the theaters, the many interesting 
restaurants. She was organizer of the library 
and service bureaus of the National Board 
of the Y.W.C.A. She returned to the Mid- 
west and Chicago in 1923. For two years 
she was director of the Chicago Collegiate 
Bureau. 


The city of Paris holds a great enchant- 
ment! For nine months in 1926-1927 she 
lived in Paris while working in the Paris 
Library School. She was Cataloger and Files 
Reviser in the Ecole de Bibliothecaires de 
Paris. She had a room with a French family 
and enjoyed the companionship of the 
group. Her ability to speak, to read and 
to think in the French language still reflects 
the practice she acquired during her resi- 
dence abroad. Today she subscribes to the 
French magazine, Réalités, in order that she 
may have practice in reading the language. 
Her free time during this year was spent 
in exploring Paris and the countryside of 
France. Her souvenirs which she brought 
back to this country were well chosen, well 
selected, and reflect her ability always to 
get just the right objet d'art. This ability 
she has shown in all her foreign tours. As 
she had learned and enjoyed Washington, 
New York, Chicago, she also learned Paris! 


Returning to America, she next held the 
position of Assistant Professor at McGill 
University Library School in Montreal, Can- 
ada. For four years she was on the faculty 
of this institution. In the summer of 1931 
she again traveled abroad. During this trip 


FALL, 1955 


she revisited France and her travels took 
her also to Southern Italy. 


In the fall of 1931 she came to Louisi- 
ana, bringing with her the charm and en- 
richment of her past experiences. During 
the years she has been in Louisiana she 
has continued her studies and also her 
“roaming over the globe.” 


Her first major contribution to the litera- 
ture of the library field was published in 
1934. It was entitled Classification, an In- 
troductory Manual and was published by 
the American Library Association. In 1945 
the book was translated into Spanish and 
has been used widely in the Latin American 
countries. This publication was completely 
revised and the second edition was published 
in 1947. Laura C. Calvin, in reviewing the 
second edition of the book for the Library 
Quarterly, October, 1948, sums up the book 
as “an admirable overview of the subject” 
and especially praises the treatment of the 
Brussels classification, saying that ‘Miss 
Herdman’s description and analysis of the 
Brussels classification is the best introduc- 
tory statement in English the reviewer has 
seen.’” The book is still being sold. 


In 1941 Miss Herdman was awarded the 
Doctor of Philosophy degree at the Univer- 
sity of Chicago. Her dissertation topic was 
entitled “Public Library in the Depression.” 
It was an exhaustive study of 150 libraries 
and their problem of “smaller appropria- 
tions and larger demands’ which the de- 
pression forced upon them. 


When the assembly of “Librarians of the 
Americas” met in Washington, D. C., for 
a month, May 12 to June 12, 1947, Mr. 
Luther Evans, Librarian of Congress, in- 
vited Miss Herdman to attend the assembly. 
This was a great honor both for Miss Herd- 
man and for the Library School of Louisi- 
ana State University. 


During the years at L.S.U. Miss Herdman 
has also made many other contributions to 
the literature of librarianship. Her publica- 
tions have appeared in the Library Quarterly, 
The Library Journal, the Louisiana Library 
Association Bulletin, and Special Libraries. 
For six years, 1945-1951, she was the editor 
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of the Louisiana Library Association Bulle- 
tin. 


Her travels have taken Miss Herdman to 
many different parts of the United States and 
to many of her old favorite haunts. Mexico 
has cast such a charm over her that she 
has visited it many times. From January 
28 to June 7 in 1949 she toured the 
Latin American countries. This trip she 
made mainly by the Pan American Airways 
(which mode of travel she now enjoys 
most.) She visited seventeen different coun- 
tries in Central and South America. In 
the summer of 1954 she again visited 
Europe, where she traveled in the Scandi- 
navian countries, the British Isles, France, 
Italy, and Spain. 


The accomplishments of Miss Herdman 
are many. Her travels read like a travelogue. 
Her experience is wide and broad. She is 
a scholar. But it is the real person that 
is so interesting ! 


She is indeed attractive. Her hair is 
always well groomed. Her blue eyes can 
sparkle or can penetrate into one’s mind— 
especially if one has failed to get the assign- 
ment! Her favorite color is blue—almost 
any shade, but especially the soft pastel 
shade which enhances her coloring. She 
likes good-looking clothes and has a great 
many. Her suits are the envy of all. These 
she chooses with care—well tailored, good 
material, flattering lines and they have come 
from the most fashionable shops in the far- 
flung cities she has visited. If the seams 
are too large or the hem too long, it is 
no problem to her; she sews well and 
beautifully! This too is one of her accom- 
plishments. Coats! She has box jackets, 
flared jackets, light top coats, and a mink 
stole. 


It is always a joy to go to a social occa- 
sion with her. She will very likely be the 
most appropriately dressed person there. At 
a Christmas party not long ago she was a 
“vision of loveliness” in a blue satin cock- 
tail dress, topped with her beautiful mink 
stole. 


Her accessories reflect her sensitivity to 
that which is correct, beautiful and appro- 
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priate. She has many real gems that ap 
beautiful. Her costume jewelry is always 


lovely. 


At one time she was a great golf ep. 
thusiast. Today she no longer plays, but 
she can tell you how it should be played! 
She is still an ardent contract bridge playe 
and usually is the winner. “If you do any. 
thing, do it to the best of your ability” js 
her motto, and she takes it into her game 
as well as into her studies—and her beg 
is always excellent! 


She no longer has an automobile. But 
she can still tell you how to drive. “Go 
a little faster,” “Tut, tut, I'd pass that 
truck” —‘‘Take the inside lane; it will get 
you there faster.” The two-toned colors of 
the automobile of 1955 at times she finds 
annoying to her well-developed sense of 
color. 


She is an avid reader. Here again her 
interests are very varied. She has been. 
member of the Great Books Club for years. 
She can converse on the latest English novel, 
the great biographies, the current plays, or 
the customs of darkest Africa. Almost every 
Friday afternoon at approximately two-thirty 
one can find her selecting at least two books, 
which she takes home with her to read. 
These vary as to subject, type, and author. 
Her analysis and criticism of books is always 
very appropriate. And one of her greatest 
charms is her ability to share with others 
the world of information, amusing inc: 
dents, and choice sayings which she has ac- 
quired. Her reading also includes many 
magazines and newspapers. At one. time 
she enjoyed Time Magazine ; but differing s0 
with its policies, today she will not even 
look at it! The newspapers often exasperate 
her with their coverage of a story. 


The political world holds a great fascina- 
tion for her. Being well informed, she has 
arrived at her views from a critical study 
of the situation. At one time she listed 
herself as a Democrat. She was a great 
admirer of Franklin D. Roosevelt. Today she 
is an admirer of President Eisenhower. She 
is no “tag along,’ but has sound reasons 
for her support. She will differ from you 
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on politics and will let you have your 
opinion and voice your sentiments provided 
you have worked out sound reasons for your 
beliefs. Woe be unto you if you get into 
a political argument with her unless you 
are well equipped with valid reasons. In 
case you have your reasons, she will respect 
your beliefs—never agree—but will at least 
tolerate them! 


Miss Herdman enjoys the current plays, 
the good movies, and a good radio pro- 
gram. She always attends the Horse Show, 
the Ice Carnival, and during her years at 
LS.U., many football games. She has 
learned New Orleans and its charming res- 
taurants and quaint customs—and the many, 
many things that Louisiana has to offer to 
one she has enjoyed and seen. 


She has been an active worker in the 
A.A.U.P. on the campus at L.S.U., in the 
library associations and in Delta Kappa 
Gamma. She has contributed both her time 
and her ability to these organizations. 


On any occasion—Christmas, Easter, St. 
Valentine’s Day, birthday—one finds her 
selecting, wrapping, and mailing a remem- 
brance to one of her two great nieces or 
three great nephews. These gifts range from 
teddy bears with an extra large red bow 
to a frilly Southern dress for a little tot— 
or a book ‘that’s just right. She enjoys 
her family—especially her niece. The antics 
of her sister’s dogs are a favorite topic of 
of her conversation. 


As is true of most scholars, she loves 
words—their meaning, their origin, their 
use. She always challenges her vocabulary by 
taking various tests. It is annoying to her 
when a person is not meticulous in his dic- 
tion or his phrasing, for she thinks a care- 
less use of language a reflection of inferior 
thinking. 

No one enjoys a good joke more than 
she! Her laughter is genuine and whole- 
hearted. Her favorite American dish is a 
good steak! 


Miss Herdman has no patience with any- 
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thing which is inferior, and therefore she 
has been known to become exasperated with 
the shortcomings of others. Long, long ago 
on the “famous field trip” to New Orleans 
three students were late to everything! They 
took the early bus—it was late—they were 
late to the first library; on the way to the 
second, their taxi driver. took a short cut— 
and they were late there—and so the same 
pattern went on for three days and three 
nights! On the morning of the fourth 
day the girls came down late for break- 
fast. Miss Herdman, eyeing them from 
her table, where she had finished, turned 
to her companion and with utter disgust 
said, ‘Well, late again!” The three over- 
hearing the remark were utterly chagrined 
—Miss Herdman had lost all patience. And 
so it is when she displays this trait—there 
is a reason! 


Miss Herdman is a deeply religious per- 
son. She has worked out a philosophy 
of life, and has fashioned her life by it. 
She is one of the most faithful members of 
the congregation of the Episcopal Student 
Center. She always participates in the activ- 
ities of the Religious Emphasis Week. 


For many years now the members of the 
Library School faculty of the Louisiana State 
University have worked together. The true 
understanding, the companionship, the abil- 
ity to work together, the perfect respect that 
they have for one another should be a 
lesson in cooperation that all their gradu- 
ates take away with them, for their teachers 
have worked out a relationship which is 
not only harmonious but which is based 
upon a genuine feeling of respect for one 
another. It has been the writer's privilege 
to have had Miss Herdman first as her pro- 
fessor and for a period of a year as her 
associate on the faculty. During the brief 
time as a teaching companion she found 
no one more pleasant, more friendly, more 
genuinely interested than Miss Herdman. 
It is a delightful privilege to have known 
and admired the many, many interesting 
facets that make ‘‘Margaret M. Herdman.”’ 
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‘owenty-five “Years in the Life of a 
sibrary School; Louisiana State 


‘University Library School, 
1931-1955 


By 


FLORRINELL F. MORTON 


Director of the Library School 
Louisiana State University 


In September, 1931, the doors, of the Li- 
brary School of Louisiana State University 
opened to receive its first class, under the 
directorship of Mr. James A. McMillen and 
with Dr. Margaret M. Herdman as assistant 
director. Thirty-two students, Louisianians 
all, with the exception of one from Missis- 
sippi and one from Kansas, found them- 
selves pursuing a basic curriculum intended 
to give general preparation for librarianship 
with special attention to the needs of Lou- 
isiana and the middle South and Southwest 
under a faculty assembled to represent vary- 
ing preparations, educationally, geographic- 
ally and experience-wise, and in quarters 
in the Hill Memorial Library consisting of 
a study room and library, classrooms, and 
administrative offices. The growth of the 
School since that date has been gradual, 
reflecting the current and anticipated person- 
nel needs of the area it was originally set 
up to serve, and the professional interests 
of the students which it has drawn from 
an ever increasing geographical spread. 


The Need Arises. But no institution 
springs full blown into being, and the 
Library School was no exception to this 
axiom. The interests in, and active efforts 
of, a number of people over a period of 
years, the library development in progress 
in Louisiana, and the recognition of train- 


ing needs in Louisiana and the South pre- 
pared the way and brought about the estab- 
lishment of the school. In 1925 Louisiana 
had been chosen by the American Library 
Association as the recipient of a Carnegie 
Foundation grant for a five-year demonstra- 
tion of state-wide library development, and 
Dr. Essae M. Culver had been appointed to 
direct that demonstration, thus getting under 
way the Louisiana State Library, then operat- 
ing under the name of Louisiana Library 
Commission, and its state-wide library exten- 
sion program. Badly handicapped by the 
lack of trained personnel, the Library Com- 
mission Board had adopted in 1926 as one 
of its projects that of “giving all possible 
cooperation and encouragement to the estab- 
lishment of a training course for librari- 
ans.”? 


The Louisiana Library Association like- 
wise was interested in promoting the estab- 
lishment of library training agencies in the 
state. It appointed a Committee on Library 
Training consisting of Miss Culver and Miss 
Virginia Fairfax which reported at the La- 
fayette Conference of the Association in 
1926 on the need for a training course in 
Louisiana, and was given encouragement by 
Miss Sarah Bogle, Assistant Secretary of the 
American Library Association, who was pres- 
ent at that meeting. Miss Fairfax, in writ- 


1. Louisiana State Library. First annual report 1925-26. p. 6. 


126 


L. L. A. BULLETIN 

















. J - ae. 











ing of this conference in her article on the 
History of the Louisiana Library Associa- 
tion which was reprinted in the Summer, 
1952, issue of the Bulletin, stated that the 
first objective of the newly reorganized asso- 
ciation was to “promote training facilities 
for librarians within our state and endeavor 
to have appointed only trained librarians in 


9 


the various libraries.’’? 


In 1927 a professionally trained librarian, 
the second in its history, Mr. James A. Mc- 
Millen, had been named to direct the library 
at Louisiana State University, bringing to 
this post an interest in both the develop- 
ment of a professional library staff for the 
University and in library development, state 
wide, regionally, and nationally. The adop- 
tion in 1927 by the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools of school 
library standards had brought about an in- 
creased interest in school libraries, and a 
recognition of need for trained school libra- 
rians in the area, and, with the creation of 
the office of State School Library Supervisor 
in the Louisiana State Department of Edu- 
cation, and the appointment of a trained 
librarian, Miss Lois Shortess, to that post, 
a steady demand for school library person- 
nel was assured. 


Forerunner to the School: Summer Ses- 
sions 1926-1931. Louisiana State University 
had recognized its responsibility to the state 
for the preparation of library personnel as 
early as 1926 when it offered its first sum- 
mer course, under the direction of the then 
librarian, Professor Charles H. Stumberg. It 
continued to provide summer courses in 
library science each year thereafter. One 
hundred twenty-seven individual students, 
eighty-six of whom were Louisianians, took 
these courses. Others came from Florida, 
Mississippi, Texas, Georgia, Arkansas, Ala- 
bama, and the Canal Zone. Of these a third 
continued their professional education in ac- 
credited library schools, thirty later receiving 
their degrees from the Louisiana State Uni- 
versity. 


These six summer'*sessions not only served 





to provide a nucleus of trained librarians 
in the area, but they also served as a prov- 
ing ground for the University in which ex- 
perience in curriculum planning and with 
admission requirements and procedures, ac- 
quaintance with accepted standards for 
library education, and knowledge of quali- 
fications for library science faculty were 
gained, basic library materials for instruc- 
tional purposes, and necessary equipment 
were secured, and personnel needs of the 
state and region were discovered. Important 
not only in determining the nature and qual- 
ity of the instruction offered, but also for 
the high standards which they set for the 
University, was the selection of a high 
calibre of instructional staff for these courses. 
Mrs. Winifred Lemon Davis, then princi- 
pal of the Carnegie Library School of At- 
lanta, directed the first session, followed by 
Miss Martha Conner of the Carnegie Library 
School, Pittsburgh, and Mrs. Catherine Love 
Baker, assistant director, New York State 
Teachers College Library School, Albany. 
Among the instructors were Dr. Susan Grey 
Akers, then of the Wisconsin Library School, 
but later to become Dean of the University 
of North Carolina Library School, and Lu- 
cile Morsch, then a cataloger at the Univer- 
sity of Iowa, and now Deputy Chief Assist- 
ant Librarian, Library of Congress. 


From the outset, the University was in- 
terested in offering a sequence of courses 
designed to meet the needs of Louisiana 
principally, and this aim has continued to 
be paramount, but then as now, it insisted 
that its library science program meet na- 
tional standards. The announcement of the 
first summer courses carried the statement 
that the courses conformed to the recom- 
mendations for summer courses of the Board 
of Education for Librarianship of the Ameri- 
can Library Association and in the 1929 an- 
nouncement the instruction was described as 
that of Type II as detailed in the Minimum 
Standards for Summer Courses in Library 
Science set by the Board for ‘Summer 
Courses in library science for which credit 


2. Abramson, Debora. The Louisiana Library Association; its history. L.L.L. Bulletin, v. 15:p.71, 
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L.S.U. Library School Faculty and Staff; left to right: Dr. Margaret M. 





Herdman, 


Professor; Mrs. Tossye L. Deer, Secretary; Miss Norris McClellan, Associate Professor; 
Miss S. Metella Williams, Associate Professor; Mrs. Edith Hill, Library School Librarian; 
Mrs. Shirley Stephenson, Instructor; Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton, Director. 


is given by an institution other than an 
accredited library school toward a certificate 
for the completion of work equivalent to 
the professional curriculum in an accredited 
library school,’’* and as providing a cumula- 
tive three summer program of twelve weeks 
each. 

Admission to these programs, which was 
at first granted to high school graduates, 
if employed in library work, was by the 
summer of 1929 based on a requirement of 
three years of college work, and in the 1931 
announcement, which still stated a require- 
ment of three years, the recommendation 
was for a bachelor’s degree “as the best 
foundation for library studies.”’4 


3. Louisiana State University and Agricultural 


nouncement) 1929. p. 1. 
4. Library School Announcement 1931. p. 2. 
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The School Begins. Although the Library 
School was founded primarily to meet Lou- 
isiana library personnel needs, and in close 
cooperation with the Louisiana Library Com- 
mission, and the Louisiana State Department 
of Education, it also from its inception 
recognized a responsibility to the larger 
Southern area. Serving to establish and 
to strengthen this concept were actions taken 
by the Southwestern Library Association and 
the Southeastern Library Association. The 
first of these was a resolution passed by the 
Southwestern Library Association at its 
Baton Rouge conference in 1928, bringing 
to the attention of universities in the area 
the lack of training facilities and the need 
and Mechanical College. 


Library Science (an- 
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for trained personnel, and urging the South- 
ern Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools to set additional standards for col- 
lege libraries including the requirement that 
the librarian be required to have ‘‘profes- 
sional training of at least one year’s dura- 
tion in an accredited library school.”® The 
second was a recommendation of the Policy 
Committee of the Southeastern Library As- 
sociation adopted at its Atlanta meeting in 
1929 that a survey of library education in 
the South be undertaken by the American 
Library Association. This survey was made 
by Miss Sarah C. N. Bogle, Assistant Secre- 
tary of the A.L.A., and Miss Tommie Dora 
Barker, Director of the Carnegie Library 
School of Atlanta, in March, 1930. Pointing 
out the need for trained * personnel of all 
types, and in view of the existence of its 
summer program in library science, the Sur- 
vey made, among others, the recommenda- 
tion that a library school at the graduate 
level be established at Louisiana State Uni- 
versity. 


This recommendation of the Survey, the 
interest in the area in library development, 
and the combined efforts of the University, 
the State Library Commission and the State 
Department of Education resulted in the 
selection of Louisiana State University as 
the recipient of a $60,000 grant from the 
General Education Beard to be expended 
over a five-year period for the development 
of a library school with the University as- 
suming a larger portion of the burden of 
the cost each year until July, 1936, when it 
would assume the entire cost. The grant 
was made in the Spring of 1931, thus mak- 
ing possible the opening of the school the 
following September. In April of its first 
academic year, the school was visited by 
Harold F. Brigham, representing the Board 
of Education for Librarianship, and received 
provisional accreditation. Following a sec- 
ond inspection by Miss Anita M. Hostetter, 
Secretary to the Board, it was fully accred- 
ited on March 24, 1934, as a Type II, or 
one year school, admission to which required 
the bachelor’s degree, under Minimum Re- 





quirements adopted by the A.L.A. Coun- 
cil in 1933, 


Programs of Instruction: (1) The BS. 
in LS. Program. From September 1931 un- 
til the opening of the academic year 1950- 
51 the Library School continued to operate 
as a Type II school granting the Bachelor 
of Science in Library Science degree for suc- 
cessful completion of a thirty-semester-hour 
program in library science designed to be 
completed in one academic year, four con- 
secutive summer terms, or equivalent com- 
binations of regular semesters and summer 
terms. Required courses provided a general 
preparation in library science, and oppor- 
tunity for electives made possible prepara- 
tion for school, county, and college and uni- 
versity librarianship. Although changes in 
course content and credit values, regroup- 
ings of subject matter, and deletions and 
additions to the course offerings occurred 
from time to time, the basic plan continued 
to be much the same throughout this period. 
The trend most observable was that of a 
liberalizing of the curriculum to make pos- 
sible a greater number of electives which 
in turn gave students more opportunity to 
build up their preparation for special types 
of libzaries and library services. 

(2) The Sixth Year Masters. A sixth 
year Master’s program was added to the 
B.S. in L.S. program in 1939-40, but the 
advent of the war with the steadily de- 
creasing enrollments which library schools 
and other academic divisions of colleges and 
universities suffered led to its suspension 
for the duration after two years of opera- 
tion, one graduate only having received the 
degree. When enrollments again began to 
climb in the years following the war, the 
ferment in library education which was to 
result eventually in a complete revision of 
Standards of Accreditation, and of the cur- 
ricula of all accredited library schools of 
the United States was under way, making 
it impractical to revive the program. 

(3) The New Master's Program. By 
1948 profession-wide dissatisfaction with the 
then current patterns of library education 


5. Southwestern Library Association Resolution adopted Nov. 2, 1928. Typed. 
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was leading to careful re-examination of 
their programs by library schools generally, 
with changes being put into effect in va- 
rious of the schools resulting in fifth-year 
Master’s degree programs to supplant the 
first graduate year of study leading to the 
B.S. in L.S. degree. The Library School of 
Louisiana State University, like other schools, 
reviewed its program, and drew up a pro- 
posed curriculum consisting of graduate 
study in both library science and subject 
fields, based upon an undergraduate pro- 
gram in library science, and leading to the 
Master’s degree. In 1951 the proposal 
finally won the approval of the University 
administration and in the academic year of 
1951-52 was put into effect. Since that 
date the earlier B.S. in L.S. program has 
been continued only for those who were 
at that time in progress toward that degree, 
no new students being admitted to it. The 
School was visited in December, 1954, by 
a team composed of Dr. Harold Lancour and 
Miss Margaret I. Rufsvold, chairman and 
member, respectively, of the Board of Edu- 
cation for Librarianship, and Dr. Benjamin 
Powell, Librarian, Duke University, for the 
purpose of evaluation of the new program 
under Standards for Accreditation adopted 
by the Council of the American Library 
Association in July 1951. Following that 
visit, at its Midwinter meeting, on February 
1, 1955, the Board of Education for Librari- 
anship voted to accredit the school. 


The new program differs from the B.S. in 
L.S. program in several important respects. 
Based as it is upon a previous preparation 
in library science, it expects a higher level 
of performance and greater independence on 
the part of the student. It aims to elimi- 
nate the elementary aspects which of neces- 
sity had to be included in the B.S. in LS. 
program. It permits of a greater degree 
of specialization. It requires graduate study 
in subject areas as well as in library science, 
and it includes elements of research. As in 
the B.S. in L.S. program, the Master’s pro- 
gram consists of a general core of required 
courses with opportunity through electives 
to prepare for various types of service in 
college and university, municipal, county 
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and regional, and school libraries. While 
some attention is given to special libraries, 
and the student who comes with a special 
interest is given opportunity to explore his 
field of interest, the demand is still not 
sufficiently steady, either from the student 
body or the employing group, to justify as 
yet at Louisiana State University curricula 
for various special library fields. 


Practice Work and Field Trips. Practice 
work which was so important a part of 
the original curriculum had come to receive 
less emphasis in later years in the B.S. in 
L.S. program as a larger per cent of later 
classes came with previous experience or 
were engaged in a work-study program. Real- 
izing the value to the student of good field 
experience it was with real regret that the 
School found it necessary to eliminate 
blocked practice work from the new pro- 
gram. It is still hoped that ways can be 
found to provide field experience at least 
for those students who come into the pro- 
gram without any previous experience. It is 
fitting at this point in the development of 
the Library School’s program to acknowl- 
edge for the record and to express indebt- 
edness and gratitude for the contribution 
that many libraries and librarians, both in 
Louisiana and outside the state, made to 
that program during the first twenty years 
of the School’s existence by providing work 
experience and supervision. It was a serv- 
ice freely rendered out of a spirit of cooper- 
ation, and with a sense of satisfaction in 
having participated in an educational enter- 
prise as its only reward. 


Although it has been necessary to elim- 
inate practice work, the school has con- 
tinued its yearly field trip to libraries, and 
has, in fact, through special trips through- 
out the year in individual courses, placed 
added emphasis upon observation. Unlike 
the situation in the early days of the school 
when there were few libraries to visit, today 
the school is faced with difficult choices 
when itineraries are being drawn up for 
trips that must of necessity be of short 
duration. The school is fortunate to have 
now within the Baton Rouge-New Orleans 
area a wide variety of libraries, both private 
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and public, in which the student may ob- 
serve various sizes of libraries and types 
of library services, administrative organiza- 
tions and book collections. Here again, the 
Library School is indebted to the librarians 
and libraries of the state, and especially those 
of New Orleans, Baton Rouge, and the sur- 
rounding area for their continued and gen- 
erous assistance in enlarging the students’ 
concepts of libraries and library services 
through observation of actual situations. 


Undergraduate Programs. Established as 
a graduate library school, the major em- 
phasis of the school has continued to be 
placed on its graduate program, but in 1942, 
in a further effort to meet the demand for 
school librarians in Louisiana, and in coop- 
eration with the College of Education, the 
school inaugurated an undergraduate pro- 
gram which was revised and extended in 
1947 to a minor of 18 hours in library 
science for students enrolled in the Col- 
lege of Education. This curriculum which 
was started to prepare teacher-librarians for 
the smaller schools under state and South- 
ern Association certification requirements 
which were based upon school enrollments, 
now serves to meet the state certification 
requirements for schools of any size, and 
is the basic preparation for school librarian- 
ship offered by the school upon which grad- 
uate specialization in school librarianship 
is based. 


The development of these courses and 
of this curriculum has been a truly coopera- 
tive enterprise at the state and regional level. 
Under the leadership of Miss Sue Hefley, 
then State School Library Supervisor, rep- 
resentatives of the institutions in the state 
in which library education courses were 
being offered came together first in 1943-44, 
and thereafter frequently, for a period of 
several years, to discuss their programs in 
an attempt to bring about a uniform and 
appropriate pattern of education for school 
librarianship in Louisiana. Further impetus 
to this was given by the adoption in 1948 
by the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools, of a curriculum for 
school librarianship which had been devel- 
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oped in a series of regional conferences at 
which Louisiana had representation. One 
immediate advantage of the uniform cur- 
ricula which were developed lay in the fact 
that with full knowledge of the content 
of courses offered throughout the state, 
avoidance of a repetition of courses at the 
graduate level was possible. A further, 
though later, and not then anticipated ad- 
vantage came with the development of the 
Master’s program admission to which pro- 
grams of study in library science offered at 
the various institutions in the state are ac- 
cepted as being the equivalent of that of- 
fered at Louisiana State University. 


With the requirement of previous train- 
ing in library science for admission to the 
graduate program came the necessity of pro- 
viding such training for Louisiana State Uni- 
versity students whose interests are not 
school librarianship. A twelve semester hour 
general course in library science was first 
offered in 1951. It serves both the under- 
graduate student preparing for admission 
to the graduate program, and the graduate 
student who enters without previous train- 
ing in library science. 

Work-study Programs, Work Opportu- 
nities and Scholarships. During the period 
of the General Education Board grant, the 
Library School had a considerable sum to 
use for working scholarships, and a number 
of students were enabled to continue their 
studies, and at the same time to assist in 
the work of the school through these schol- 
arships. Now work opportunities, primari- 
ly in the University Library, either on an 
hourly basis, or under a work-study plan 
which has been in operation since 1945, 
enable a limited number of students to 
earn part, or all of their expenses while 
attending the school. No Louisiana State 
University Library School scholarships exist, 
but Library School students are eligible for 
the Honorary Graduate Scholarships which 
are awarded each year to honor graduates 
of public institutions of higher learning 
in Louisiana, and to the Latin-American 
Fellowships, and a number have been suc- 
cessful candidates for these scholarships and 
fellowships. 
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Service to Employed Librarians. In an 
effort to assist the employed librarian to 
complete his program of study, courses 
have been so scheduled since 1933 that a stu- 
dent may complete all requirements for 
the degrees in summer terms. A large per 
cent of the school librarians of the area 
have prepared themselves for services en- 
tirely through attendance at summer sessions. 
In 1937 the first extension course was of- 
fered, and, although limited by the size 
of its staff in the amount of extension 
courses it can make available, the School 
attempts to comply with requests for classes, 
and has offered courses in various sections 
of the state. In a further effort to assist 
the employed librarian, the School has since 
1950 concentrated one or more courses on 
Saturday mornings and in late afterncons 
or evenings on request of a sufficient number 
of registrants. While these opportunities 
are made available to any interested and 
qualified person, and have served librarians, 
teachers, and parents, their chief use has 
been to assist the student to make progress 
toward full preparation for library services 
without interrupting his employment. 


Student Organizations. As a means of 
developing professional interests and build- 
ing a unified group feeling, students were 
encouraged to organize a Library Club in 
1937-38, which continued for several years, 
but was dropped when membership in the 
Baton Rouge Library Club, which is open 
to all library science students, seemed to 
serve these purposes sufficiently. Under- 
graduate students organized their undergrad- 
uate Library Science Association in 1950 
which petitioned for chapter status in Alpha 
Beta Alpha, National undergraduate library 
science fraternity, and was installed on 
May 15, 1954. 

Workshops, Institutes, etc. While first 
responsibility is for its academic program, 
the Library School recognizes a responsi- 
bility toward the continuing education of 
librarians, and the in-service training of 
library staffs, especially in Louisiana. For 
the most part the School has undertaken to 
discharge this responsibility through work- 
shops, conferences, and institutes offered 
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either independently, or co-sponsored, or 
held in cooperation with the Louisiana State 
Library and the Louisiana State Depart- 
ment of Education. A list of these is 
appended. With the availability of the 
Pleasant Hall Adult Education Center on 
the campus, beginning in 1951, the oppor- 
tunity for service outside the formal class- 
room has greatly increased. A very differ- 
ent kind of program was tried on an ex- 
perimental basis during the fall of 1954, 
when the General Extension Division offered 
an in-service training course, with Miss §. 
Metella Williams as instructor, to the parish 
library staffs in the Northeast area. The suc- 
cess of the program attests to the feasibility 
of cooperatively organized and sponsored in- 
service training projects within a region and 
points the way to another possible extension 
of the field service of the Library School. 


Service to High School Groups. In 1952, 
and yearly since, the Library School has 
been host, with the High School Relations 
and the General Extension Division of the 
University to the Louisiana Association of 
Teen-Age Librarians, and since 1948 it has 
sponsored a Library Assistants Section in 
the High School Leadership Conference. At 
first, handled by the regular faculty, the 
growth in enrollment in the Leadership 
group now requires the employment each 
year of a school librarian to devote full time 
to this activity. While the primary purpose 
of these two activities is to help young 
people to become more effective individually 
and in their schools, and to give them 
wholesome opportunities for self-expression, 
a secondary aim is to stimulate and develop 
interest in librarianship. Several students 
have now come into Library School who as 
high school juniors had participated in the 
Leadership program. Perhaps they would 
have chosen librarianship had they not had 
this opportunity, but it is possible that at- 
tendance, as a library assistant, at the High 
School Leadership Conference may have as- 
sisted these young people in making that 
choice. 

Library Science Courses as Electives. The 
School exists to prepare librarians and the 
central core of its curriculum is designed 
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for that purpose. Recognizing that full 
utilization of library materials can come only 
through teachers, librarians, and school ad- 
ministrators working together, it has wel- 
comed to its courses the teacher, the super- 
visor, and the school administrator. One 
course, Books and Audio-Visual Materials 
for Children, is regularly used by elemen- 
tary education majors in meeting state cer- 
tification requirements. This and other of 
library science courses are elected both by 
undergraduate and graduate students in the 
College of Education. An increasing num- 
ber of Master’s degree candidates in educa- 
tion are using library science as a minor, 
and at present two candidates for the doc- 
torate are offering library science minors. 
Students in other divisions may also, and 
do occasionally, elect library science courses, 
but the contribution that certain of the 
courses could make to such curricula as 
Family and Community Living, or the wom- 
en’s curriculum, has not been generally 
recognized as yet. 


The Faculty. The original faculty of the 
Library School was chosen to represent as 
wide a spread of preparation and experi- 
ence as was possible in so small a group. 
Mr. McMillen, an Albany Library School 
graduate, brought to it college and uni- 
versity experience and was a distinguished 
bibliographer. Miss Herdman, to whose 
B.L.S. degree from the University of IlIli- 
nois was later to be added the Ph.D. from 
the Graduate Library School of the Univer- 
sity of Chicago, brought library school teach- 
ing experience gained at the Library School 
of McGill University and the American 
Library School in Paris, as well as uni- 
versity and college library experience. Miss 
Mildred P. Harrington, a Carnegie Library 
School, Pittsburgh, and Graduate Library 
School, University of Chicago, graduate, rep- 
resented public and school libraries, and 
children’s library work. Miss Charlotte 
Newton, a University of Illinois graduate, 
had taught in the library schools of Illinois 
and North Carolina and had had college 
library experience, and Miss Elaine Boylan, 
who had studied at the University of Illi- 
nois Library School and the Columbia Uni- 
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versity School of Library Service, had 
worked in both college and public libraries. 
With the appointment in 1932 of Miss S. 
Metella Williams, another Illinois graduate 
whose varied library experience had most 
recently included teaching in the Library 
School of the Los Angeles Public Library, 
and in 1933 of Miss Florrinell Francis, a 
University of California graduate and for- 
mer University of Illinois instructor, the 
faculty, which had by this time lost Miss 
Boylan and Miss Newton, had become fixed 
for the next several years. 

While the general disciplines and types 
of services were well represented in the 
educational and experience backgrounds of 
the regular faculty, such specializations as 
county and regional libraries and school 
libraries, especially as developing in Louisi- 
ana were unfortunately not as well provided. 
Recourse to special lecturers, to part-time 
instructors, and to blocked periods of study 
devoted to such specializations had to be 
made until such time as regular staff on a 
permanent basis could be provided. Espe- 
cially generous with their services to meet 
this situation were Miss Culver of the State 
Library, Miss Shortess, the School Library 
Supervisor, Miss Mary Mims, Rural Sociol- 
ogist for the Agricultural Extension Divi- 
sion, and Miss Mary Walton Harris, then 
librarian, Webster Parish Library. The 
school year 1936-37 brought the first county 
library specialist, Dr. Helen Gordon Stew- 
art, to the staff, and during her two years 
at Louisiana State University she did much 
to increase the service of the school in 
this area of librarianship. Later Mrs. 
Schwing, then Ella V. Aldrich, was added 
to the faculty to represent this specializa- 
tion. Following her resignation, the State 
Library again came to the school’s assistance, 
with the services of their field worker, 
Miss Sarah I. Jones, until a regular staff 
appointment with experience in this field, 
Mrs. Shirley K. Stephenson, could be added 
in 1950. 

In 1939-40 the faculty was strengthened 
in the school library field by the addition 
of Miss Norris McClellan, a Columbia Uni- 
versity School of Library Service graduate 
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with a number of years of school library 
experience in New York in addition to Lou- 
isiana State University and Louisiana Library 


Commission experience. And with the de- 
velopment of the undergraduate program 
for school librarianship, Mrs. Will Daniels, 
Louisiana State University Laboratory School 
Librarian, assumed responsibility for the 
practice work in this field in the regular 
session and became a regular member on 
a part-time basis of the summer faculty of 
the School. 


Another addition to the regular staff, 
whose term of service unfortunately was 
brief, was made in 1938-39 when Miss Janet 
Agnew, a McGill graduate and former fac- 
ulty member, joined the staff to teach some 
of the books courses, and to carry on a 
bibliographical project until the close of 
the 1940-41 school year. 


While the regular faculty in the academic 
year has remained much the same in both 
size and membership throughout these twen- 
ty-five years, except for substitutions due 
to illness and sabbatical and other kinds 
of leaves, the summer session faculty has 
been a constantly changing one. The some- 
what larger faculty needed for the greater 
enrollments of the summer terms, and the 
frequent absences in summers of regular 
faculty members have given opportunity 
to bring onto the staff from other library 
schools, and frequently from the field, fac- 
ulty with varied preparations whose con- 
tributions to the program of the school 
have been considerable. Some have taught 
only the one summer. Others have come 
so often as to seem permanent staff mem- 
bers. It is impossible to name them here, 
but a complete list of faculty, both regular 
and visiting, is appended. 


Although largely occupied with teaching 
duties and work with professional organiza- 
tions, the faculty has found time to con- 
tribute frequently to professional journals. 
From 1950-53 Miss McClellan was business 
manager for Top of the News, the official 
organ for the Division of Children and 
Young People of the American Library 
Association, and is currently the editor of 
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School Libraries, the Journal of the Ameri- 
can Association of School Librarians. Dr, 
Herdman, in addition to serving as editor 
of the L.L.A. Bulletin for six years, is 
the author of a monograph on classifica. 
tion, published by the American Library 
Association and now in its second edition, 
which has had the distinction to be trans. 
lated into Spanish. Miss Harrington edited 
The Southwest in Children’s Books, which 
the Louisiana State University Press pub- 
lished in 1952. 


From 1936 to 1938 the School issued 
three monographs of a School of Library 
Science Series, and for a brief three years, 
1938-1941, the Library School undertook 
a Bibliographical project, for which spe- 
cial funds for staff and publishing were 
available. The result of that project, A 
Southern Bibliography, edited by Janet 
Agnew, appeared in four volumes devoted 
to Fiction, Historical Fiction, and Biography, 
and has been very well received. Unfor- 
tunately, curtailment of funds forced the 
school to suspend the activity in 1941. 

The faculty has been quite active profes- 
sionally at local, state and national levels, 
having held offices and committee and pro- 
gram assignments too numerous to list in 
entirety. For the purpose of an L.L.A. 
Bulletin article it might be of interest to 
record that James A. McMillen was presi- 
dent of the Louisiana Library Association 
in 1938 and Florrinell Francis in 1942. 
Through advanced study, travel, and field 
experience where possible, as well as 
through participation in professional organ- 
izations, the faculty strives to keep close 
to the field and to advance its prepara- 
tion. 


Administration of the School. The 
School was organized as a_ post-graduate 
professional school, operating directly under 
the Dean of the University and the Presi- 
dent. While admission and other require- 
ments were similar to those of the Graduate 
School and it had during the years of its 
B.S. in L.S. program a close relation with 
that School, it only became a part of the 
Graduate School officially when its program 
was changed to the Master’s degree. It now 


L. L. A. BULLETIN 








op’ 
fra 
eve 


ref 





Meri- 


ditor 
, s 
fica- 
rary 
'10n, 
‘ans- 
ited 
hich 
ub- 


he 


ued 
rary 
ars 
00k 
pe- 


ere 


net 
ted 





operates as a professional entity within the 
framework of the Graduate School and in 
every respect conforms to its policies and 
regulations. 


Until 1941 Mr. McMillen, the Director of 
Libraries, serving in a dual capacity, was 
also the chief administrative officer of the 
School, assisted by first Dr. Herdman, and 
later the author, who under various titles, 
assumed responsibility for the direction of 
the School under his general supervision. 
When illness in 1941 made necessary the 
relinquishment of his administrative re- 
sponsibilities, the office of Director of the 
School was separated from that of Direc- 
tor of Libraries, and while close coopera- 
tion has continued with the library and 
the Director of Libraries rendering valuable 
assistance in every possible way, the School 


is now an entirely separate division of the . 


University. 


The Facilities. Important to the welfare 
of a school, though less so than students, 
curriculum, and faculty, are its physical fa- 
cilities. The School has from the begin- 
ning been housed in the University Library 
where its students have easy access to the 
general library collection. Although various 
moves were effected from time to time to 
release space needed by the library, the 
amount of space has not varied greatly since 
the rather extensive enlargement in 1939 
and the school has continued to have li- 
brary, laboratory, and classrooms in addition 
to administrative office in the Hill Memorial 
Library. The space is sufficient for the 
needs of the regular session, though not 
adequate for summer terms. The School 
looks forward to moving into the new li- 
brary building which is expected to be com- 
pleted by the fall of 1957, and which is to 
provide more space for books and readers, 
permit of a more effective use of audio- 
visual materials, and contain additional 
classrooms and more adequate office space. 


The Library School Library, originally set 
up under the supervision of the School, is 
now one of the departmental libraries of 
the University library system under the 
direction of a librarian who also serves 
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as the Reviser for the School. The library 
of some 12,000 volumes and more than 90 
periodicals consists of a professional collec- 
tion of books and periodicals, a collection 
of books for children and young people and 
the so-called adult collection which is now 
used primarily for cataloging practice, but 
which originally was used with book selec- 
tion courses as well. Recently a limited 
amount of audio-visual materials has been 
purchased and, with the better provision for 
utilization of such material in the new build- 
ing, will come the need of more adequate 
funds for their purchase. 


Students.. During the first five years of 
the School, the enrollment in regular ses- 
sions was limited to twenty-four and the 
summer terms were originally planned for 
thirty students. While it was possible to 
hold the regular session enrollment to the 
maximum set, by the third year the limita- 
tion had to be lifted for summer due to 
the pressure of the demand for trained 
school librarians. Enrollments continued to 
rise both in regular and in summer terms, 
reaching the highest point in 1949 in the 
regular term, from which it continued to 
decline through the war years before start- 
ing up again in 1945-46. The largest sum- 
mer enrollments came during 1936-41, with 
a high of one hundred and forty-eight in 
1939. These were the years when state 
funds were first being made available for 
the purchase of library materials, and the 
schools which were to receive these funds 
were being required to have librarians with 
professional training. Summer term enroll- 
ments also declined during the war years 
and did not again reach the hundred mark 
until 1950. 


While women have far outnumbered the 
men in every year’s class, one or more men 
have been enrolled in every regular session, 
and in all but three of the summer terms, 
the first, and those of 1942 and 1945. The 
highest number of men in any regular ses- 
sion was ten, in the class of 1938-39, fol- 
lowed by nine in 1953-54, and fifteen in 
the summer term of 1955. Percentage-wise, 
1938-39 was also highest with 23% of 
the class men. In all sixty-six men out of 
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a total of approximately 1200 individual 
students have registered in the School. 


Students from twenty-nine states, the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Hawaii, and 
twelve foreign countries have attended the 
Library School, but a high per cent have 
been Louisianians, ranging from 94% to 
55% in 1944-45. Of the twenty-eight 
states other than Louisiana which have been 
represented in the enrollment, Texas, Mis- 
sissippi, and Arkansas have sent the larg- 
est number of students. Alabama, though 
following fourth, and with a much smaller 
total number, has the distinction of being 
the only state which has been represented 
every year in the enrollment. More than 
two-thirds of the out-of-state students have 
come from the Southern region. Missouri 
and Oklahoma are the states from outside 
the area which have sent the highest num- 
ber of students to the School. The first stu- 
dents from a foreign country enrolled in 
the School in 1940-41. Following these two 
Brazilians, thirteen students from eleven 
other foreign countries and six from Puerto 
Rico and Hawaii have given an international 
flavor to the student body, with students 
from outside the continental United States 
being represented in each regular session 
enrollment since that date except 1942-43, 





1945-46, and 1946-47, and in several sum- 
mer terms. 


Not only is there a wide geographical 
spread among students, but the institutions 
represented in their educational backgrounds 
are many. By regular session students alone, 
over a hundred and thirty American col- 
leges and universities are represented in 
the degrees held. Five hundred and twenty- 
four of the degrees are from fourteen 
Louisiana institutions. The colleges and uni- 
versities of Texas, Mississippi and Arkan- 
sas and Alabama have provided the next 
largest groups in the order named. Louisi- 
ana State University degrees account for 
more than half of the Louisiana degrees, 
with Southwestern Louisiana Institute, 
Northwestern State College, and Newcomb 
following. More students have come with 
University of Texas degrees than from any 
other one non-Louisiana institution, with 
Mississippi State College for Women fol- 
lowing second. While many subject fields 
are represented in the pre-professional edu- 
cation of the students, almost half have 
majored in English and American and in 
Comparative literature, and a sixth in his- 
tory. Foreign languages represent the next 
largest group with the social sciences, edu- 
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cation and the pure sciences following in 
that order. 


Graduates. In the twenty-four years end- 
ing August 1955, 808 degrees have been 
conferred, of which 719 are B.S. in LS. 
degrees, one a M.S. in L.S. (6th-year Mas- 
ters) and 88 are M.S. degrees (Sth-year 
Master's). Information is lacking, or too 
old to be reliable, about 38 of the graduates 
who hold these degrees, thirteen are de- 
ceased, seven are retired, and thirty-four 
have changed to other professions. One 
is in the army and three are students, work- 
ing toward advanced degrees. While one 
hundred and sixty-one, according to latest 
records, are married and not employed out- 
side the home, this is a constantly chang- 
ing group about which it is impossible to 
give exact information. Of those that re- 
main actively engaged in the practice of 
librarianship, two hundred and nineteen are 
school librarians, one hundred and fifteen 
are in public library service, and one hun- 
dred and eleven are college and university 
librarians. Forty-six are special librarians, 
twenty-three are Armed Services librarians, 
eleven are with state agencies, and ten are 
teaching library science. 


The special librarians themselves repre- 
sent quite a spread with a number of the 








forty-seven the single representative of a 
particular kind of special library. Seven are 
employed in Federal and State agencies, 
such as the U. S. Department of Labor, the 
U. S. Department of Navy, the Louisiana 
Department of Commerce and Industry, and 
the Oregon Department of Social Service. 
Twelve are in hospital libraries; four are 
in law libraries; three in oil company libra- 
ries. Six are in medical, pharmacy, and 
schools of nursing libraries. Technical and 
agricultural research libraries, United States 
Information Service libraries and theological 
seminaries are other types represented. 

The normal progress of Louisiana State 
University Library School graduates was, 
like that of all young people, interrupted 
during the war years, but the record of 
their war service is one in which the School 
takes great pride. The War Service Issue 
of the Library School Newsletter reported 
their contributions up to July 4, 1945, and 
successive issues continued the story. A 
high per cent of the men graduates and 
a number of the women served in the Armed 
Forces. Fifty-one graduates were employed 
in libraries servicing the Armed Forces, 
and one became the Chief of Army Library 
Service. 

Louisiana State University graduates are 
employed in thirty-six states and Washing- 
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ton, D.C., in twelve foreign countries and 
in Puerto Rico and Hawaii. Four hundred 
and twenty-seven are employed in Louisiana, 
with Texas and Mississippi following. A 
number have held and are holding highly 
responsible positions both in Louisiana and 
elsewhere, and are leaders in their com- 
munities and in the library profession. A 
roster of Louisiana librarians would reveal 
that in every aspect of library development 
in the state, Louisiana State University 
Library School graduates have made a quite 
substantial contribution. In other areas, 
and even where numbering only a few, 
Louisiana State University graduates are 
making, and have made, records that are 


a credit to themselves and to their library — 


school. By way of example, we might cite 
a former executive secretary of the Missis- 
sippi Library Commission, the present and 
the immediate past State School Library 
Supervisor for Louisiana, city and parish 
library supervisors, both in Louisiana and 
elsewhere, and head administrative librari- 
ans in a number of municipal and parish 
or county libraries, college libraries, one 
university library, and of several special 
libraries. A number have served on na- 
tional boards and committees, and as officers 
of state, regional and national library asso- 
ciations. Of the last fourteen presidents 
of the Louisiana Library Association, eight 
have been Louisiana State University Library 
School graduates. Three graduates have been 
singled out to receive the Oberly, the Latter, 
and the Grolier Awards in recognition of 
their contributions to librarianship. Several 
have published rather widely both in the 
library and other fields. 


Graduates who have deserted librarianship 
for other professions are to be found in 
law, medicine, the Army, teaching, social 
welfare, the ministry, and various other pur- 
suits. It can be recorded, with some satis- 
faction, however, that with almost no ex- 
ception, these thirty-four graduates have 
made a considerable contribution in time 
and effort to library service before enter- 
ing other fields of work, and that some 
are in such closely related fields as to con- 
tinue to find their library training useful. 
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In referring to the contribution to libra- 
rianship of graduates of the School, one 
should not overlook the students who for 
one reason or other have completed degree 
requirements, and those who, having com- 
pleted the undergraduate minor, have not 
continued their study at the graduate level. 
A large number of school libraries in the 
state are manned by librarians who fall into 
one or the other of these categories, and 
a number of positions in parish libraries by 
personnel so trained. For the most part, 
these are Louisiana students, and their con- 
tribution is to Louisiana library develop- 
ment. 


Placement Service. Even in its early 
years, during the depression, when not so 
favorable a situation existed throughout the 
nation, its graduates were in demand in 
Louisiana where libraries were rapidly de- 
veloping. Today vacancies, nation-wide, far 
exceed the number of graduates available. 
Nevertheless, the school has a service to 
render in helping bring together the right 
person and position. It recognizes its re- 
sponsibility to its students and its gradu- 
ates in helping them to secure their initial 
appointment and to advance professionally 
throughout their careers and to libraries ip 
the development of their staffs. To the 
extent of its ability to do so, it maintains 
records of its graduates to support its rec- 
ommendation for positions which come to 
its attention. 


The story of the Library School is the 
account of its origin in response to a need. 
It is the definition of its objectives and 
the development of its curriculum, and the 
selection of its faculty to meet those needs 
and to accomplish those objectives. It is 
a record of its organization within the frame 
work of the parent institution and of the 
provision by that institution of the physical 
facilities and financial and other support 
necessary to carry on its activities. It is the 
story of its students and the records of its 
graduates. It is the recognition of the con- 
tribution to its development made by its 
friends, within and without the University, 
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and within and without the library pro- need for trained personnel is great. If, 
€ fession. The story comes to a close with as in the past, the School holds to high 
r this the beginning of its twenty-fifth year, standards, identifies itself with the needs 
e and with pride in the past and with bright of the area, and gives leadership to and 
- hope for the future of the Library School works in cooperation with library and other 
t of Louisiana State University, a young educational agencies and groups, the later 
: school, serving a young profession, in a chapters of its history should be as gratify- 
: geographical area where interest in an ex- ing as those concerning its origin and early 
) panding library development is keen and the development. 
1 
ENROLLMENT—SUMMER SESSIONS ENROLLMENTS—REGULAR SESSIONS 
y In Out of In Out of 
Total Women Men State State Degrees Total Women Men State State Degrees 
) 
> 1932 32 32 0 31 l 0 1931-32 34 33 1 32 2 22 
ee aa . a " 1933-34 21 19 F 17 4 13 
. 93: i ] 6 
3 fe of ae ; 1934-35 18 17 1 12 6 12 
ne ae @ : 1935-36 26 25 1 18 8 18 
oo ee. ooo 1936-37 32 28 4 26 6 26 
195 51 124 mn 8 1937-38 40 36 4 26 14 22 
1939 148 140 8 114 34 31 1939-40 57 51 6 39 18 17 
1940 144 135 «996 48 38 1940-41 59 54 5. 38 21 26BS.inLS.; 
1941 130 124 6 89 41 42 1 M.S. in L.S. 
| 1942 86 84 2 63 23 33 1941-42 46 45 1 28 18 25 
1943 19 18 | 31 18 20 1942-43 33 32 1 a> 19 13 
1944 i443 1 30 14 11 1943-44 25 24 1 14 9 10 
1945 11 tL 0 34 7 7 1944-45 22 20 2 12 10 16 
1946 54 53 1 39 15 7 1945-46 28 27 l 8 13 
1947 65 64 1 40 25 13 1946-47 35 34 1 25 10 23 
1948 %6 72 4 49 27 14 1947-48 24 22 2 14 10 15 
7 1949 84 #75 9 49 35 17 1948-49 38 34 4 27 I 19 
19590 104 96 8 73 31 15 ISe50 Hk mT C8 18 
a ; 1950-51 38 34 4 31 7 18 
1951 100 85 15 76 24 16 ; + a eri 
1952 99 86 13 68 31 24BS.inLS,; 1999-52 50 4% wu Ss men 
im ” SMS. 1952-53 40 34 6 28 12 2BS.inLS.; 
5 114 LO] 13 1 P Se | 5 B.S. in LS. ; 13 MSS. 
8MS. 1953-54 68 59 9 54 14 3BS.inLS.; 
1954 95 85 10 71 24 4BS.inLS.; 11 M.S. 
18 M.S. 1954-55 59 55 4 44 15 2BS.inLS.; 
1955 100 85 15 74 26 2BS.inLS.; 13 M.S. 
19 M.S. 1955-56 42 33-9 zo 6k? 
sina salted snide acetal ae (1st Sem.) 
Totals 2090 1948 142 1571 519 395 Totals 938 844 94 672 266 413 
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LOCATION OF GRADUATES 
United States and Possessions 


GR ents acans 15 New Jersey ....... 1 
MI i.s:0:5 s-0'3006 4 New mexico...... 3 
pO re 16 Mew FO ......-: 14 
Camornia ........ 16 North Carolina .... 6 
errr eee Se ME Sacicecss cuss 9 
Coanecucut ....... 1 Onnshome ........ 12 
re DRE witscweinss 
OS eres 13 kennsylvania ...... “4 
De obo wosiale 11 Soutn Carolina .... 3 
RE cee .13. Tenmessee ........ 6 
ee ae: rege 67 
NE DEA ion 6. xa ae D WR cs cccvnss 8 
ES 1 Washington ....... 2 
Louisiana ........ 427 West Virginia ..... 1 
SD xncccess> 9 WOE... 0.2... 2 
Massachusetts ..... 3 Washington, D.C... 7 
ee eee a ee 1 
re t Puerto Rico ....... 1 
Mississippi ....... 39 aoe. 
Missouri ....... 13 pc) | Sr 734 
re 
Foreign Countries 

Argentina a MI 5 CN ee dele 4 
Austria ... hae fe oases 1 
Come ....... . 1 Mexico .2 
Costa Rica . - 1 @Geamewe ...... 4 
te ..... . 2 Peru. 4 
errr _- —_ 
Germany . 3 TOTAL eae 
India 1 








EMPLOYMENT OF GRADUATES OUT- 
SIDE THE LIBRARY PROFESSION 


Secretarial work ... 6 Teaching ......... 4 
Religious order .... 1 Medicine (1 med. 
Minister ..... 1 student) ....... 3 
Missionary (Teacher) i. Aeaeaee 1 
Personnel work . S Gee srecswcasece 2 
Publishing . 1 Government service. 2 
General Extension a eee 1 
work ... 1 Other 4 
Social Welfare 2 — 
Red Cross . 1 TOTAL aia 





OUT-OF-STATE AMERICAN 
REGISTRANTS (Individual) 


Aisboma ......... 18 Missouri .......... 15 
PE, a i've was cies 2 WOU «0.2 2hsas 1 
Arkansas ......... 37 New Mexico...... 5 
ae 4 New York ........ 2 
Colersae ......... 2 North Carolina .... 2 
Connecticut ....... DME oases aww acca 
0 ee S Qbishome ........m 
| ree 9 Pennsylvania ...... 2 
NI fein sip tesiscess 3 South Carolina ..... 2 
eee 1 Tennessee .........8 
BN iirc ae kee re i ee 103 
ee ERT TCO S Ve .. co. iced, 2 
Bere 9 Washington, D.C... 2 
Deeiviend .......... a... rey 2 
Massachusetts ..... 2 Puerto Rico ....... 4 
Michigan ........ 3 — 
Mississippi ........ 92 SOEAL .......30 
FOREIGN STUDENTS 

Argentina ........ 2 Philippines ....... 1 
RRR ree 2 Spain (By way of 

_ EI 1 Uruguay) ......1 
Re Re ctor iee wie eee 1 
co rere ae 1 Venezuela ........ 1 
Japan (1955-56)... 1 - 
MD iso 2s aca aya 3 , >. | ST 15 








PLACEMENT OF GRADUATES 


College and University : 
Public (Municipal; County and Regional) . 115 





MED alec onli ocle ches esi van coree on 219 
State Agency ’ dani’, 2a bate soe 11 
ee ree rene 47 
Armed Forces Library Service. seen + ae 
Library Science Teaching (exclusively) . = 
Not employed Recor 160 
Working in other fields eis a 
Students (advanced library studies) . rons 3 
Army sie Weaarmieaaesete ecsintatade 1 
DN oe es ol Rina Lard cay ee 7 
MII Senncigteck ince ba't cain ated Rares 13 

| Se 806* 


*808 degrees have been conferred to 806 indi- 
vidual students. 





THE FACULTY AND STAFF OF THE 
LIBRARY SCHOOL, 1931-55 


The following names, given in alphabetical 
order, include members of the faculty and staff 
who have served in the school from September, 
1931, to the present (November, 1955). For 
regular faculty members, the name, latest rank, 
and dates of service are indicated, and, for part- 


time faculty, other professional responsibilities are 
added. 
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Regular Faculty 


Professor and _ Biblio- 
1936, 1937; 1938-41. 
Elaine Boylan, Instructor, 1931-32. 


Mrs. Will C. Daniels °’32, Assistant Professor 
(part-time) S.S. 1936-; regular sessions 1946-. 
(Librarian, L.S.U. Laboratory School). 


Andrew J. Eaton, Professor (part-time) Spring 
semester, 1948-49. (Associate Librarian, L.S.U.) 
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Janet Agnew, Assistant 
graphical Associate. S.S. 





oS a ~ 
SON NM YUN NK LK Ww KU 


bth eves 








Mildred P. Harrington, Professor, 1931-51. Re- 
tired. 

Mary Walton Harris, Instructor (part-time) 1933- 
34. (Librarian, Webster Parish Library) 

Mary Alice Hebert °35, Instructor S.S. 1946, 
Spring semester 1949. (part-time) (Head, De- 
partment of Books and Libraries, L.S.U.) 

Margaret M. Herdman, Professor, 1931-. 

Sarah I. Jones, Assistant Professor (part-time) 
1951-53. (Field Worker, Louisiana State Li- 
brary) 

Alice Louise LeFevre, Instructor S.S. 1934; Spring 
semester 1934-35. 

Norris McClellan, Associate Professor, $.S. 1937, 
1938; regular sessions, 1939-. 

James A. McMillen, Professor. 1931-49. Retired 
in 1949. Deceased. 

Gladys Morris, Instructor (part-time substitute) 
1931-32 (Reference Librarian, L.S.U.) 

Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton, Professor. 1933-. 

Charlotte Newton, Instructor. 1931-33. 

Mrs. Ella V. Aldrich Schwing, Assistant Professor 
(part-time) Spring and summer 1932; 1941-48. 

Sidney B. Smith, Professor (part-time) 1955-. 

Mrs. Shirley K. Stephenson, Instructor. 1943-46; 
S.S. 1950; 1951-. 

Helen Gordon Stewart, Professor and Consultant 
in County and Larger-unit Problems. 1936-38. 

Mrs. Mae Parkinson Webb, Instructor. 1931-34. 

S. Metella Williams, Associate Professor. 1932-. 


Librarians and Revisers 


Mrs. Helen Adams Reich °40, 1944-45; 1947-48. 

Catherine Ball (now Mrs. Catherine B. Harvey) 
"38, 1941-42. 

Mrs. Lena de Grummond '37, Summer 1947. 

Mary Ann Eidson (now Mrs. Mary Ann E. 
Beardon) '47, 1948-55. 

Mrs. Edith F. Hill, 55, 1955-. 

Cecile Judice ’42, 1942-44. 

Allison Moore ’33, 1931-32. 

Mrs. Sarah M. Pickell 54, Summer 1954. 

Frances Thibaut (now Mrs. Frances T. York) 
*37, Summer 1948. 

Mrs. Katherine Kilbourne Thomas '32, 1932-41. 

Mrs. Jeannette G. Williamson '47, 1945-47. 


Secretaries 


Helen Adams (now Mrs. Helen A. Reich) °40, 
1940-43. 

Hugh Chisholm ‘52 (Substitute), S.S. 1952. 

Mrs. Tossye L. Deer, 1951-. 

Helen Dykes (now Mrs. Helen D. Peck) °44, 
1943-44, 

Mrs. Mildred Eklund, April, 1950-April, 1951. 

Olive Gehring '39, S.S. 1939 (acting). 

Elizabeth Johnson (now Mrs. Elizabeth J. ‘Guil- 
foil) *32, 1932-40 (on leave 1939-40). 

Dolores Matherne, 1945-49. 

Geraldine Matteson (now Mrs. Geraldine M. 
Johnson) °39, 1939-40. 

Lulu Evans Murphy (now Mrs. Lulu E. Griz- 
zell) ’45, (Student) 1944-45. 

Juanita Terry, 1931-32. 
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Visiting Summer Session Facul?; 

Helen Butler, Associate Professor, 1943. 

Mrs. Ann H. Cohron, Associate Professor, 1955. 

Maude Merritt Cook (now Mrs. Benthrup), In- 
structor, 1939. 

Katherine Diehl, Associate Professor, 1955. 

Charles R. Flack, Instructor, 1932, 1933. 

Flossie Marie Foster, Instructor, 1935. 

Mrs. Charlotte Gaylord, Associate Professor, 1953, 
1954. 

Margaret Gramsley, Instructor, 1934. Deceased. 

Helen Hahn, Instructor, 1940. Deceased. 

Mrs. Sylvia Hardaway, Assistant Professor (part- 
time, 1951. 

Sue Hefley 34, Instructor, 1942. 

Sydney Kramer, Instructor, 1940. 

Guy R. Lyle, Professor, 1937. 

Mrs. Kathryn Williams Moore, Assistant Profes- 
sor (part-time), 1952. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Nichols, Instructor, 1937-42. 

Mrs. Elsie Howard Pine, Instructor, 1936. 

Margaret Reed (now Mrs. Margaret R. Guey- 
mard) °35, Instructor, 1939. 

Mrs. Margaret Fort Robert ’35, Instructor, 1936. 

Mrs. Lois Shortess, Instructor, 1933. 

Lewis Steig, 1939, Instructor. 

Charles H. Stone, Professor, 1935, 1936, 1944, 
1945. 

Yvonne Toups (now Mrs. Yvonne T. Uzee) °46, 
Instructor, 1946, 1947, 1949, 1950, 1952, 1954. 

Mrs. Ola Mae (Nicholson) Whitten, Instructor, 
1941, 1942. 


FACULTY OF SUMMER TERMS 1926-1931 


Susan Grey Akers, 1928, 1929. 

Mrs. Catherine Love Baker, 1930, 1931. 

Laura Bailey, 1931. 

Katherine Payne Carnes, 1926, 1927. 

Martha Conner, 1927, 1928, 1929, 1930, 1931. 
Mrs. Winifred Lemon Davis, 1926. 

Lucile Morsch, 1930. 

Charlotte Newton, 1931. 

Mrs. Wells Smith, 1930. 


WORKSHOPS, INSTITUTES, ETC. 


1936 State Rally Library Conference. Julia Ide- 
son, Elnora Edgar, Mildred Batchelor, lec- 
turers. 

1939 Special Course in County and Regional 
Service. Edith Gantt, Essae M. Culver, 
Tommie Dora Barker, Alfred Rawlinson, 
Mary Walton Harris, Mary Mims, lec- 
turers. 

1940 Institute on County and Regional Library 
Service. Harriet C. Long, Loleta D. Fyan, 
Mary L. Rothrock, Essae M. Culver, Mary 
Mims, Lois Shortess, lecturers. 

1941 Institute for School Librarians. Althea 
Currin, consultant. 

1947 *Conference for Improved Library Service. 
Velma Shaeffer, director. 

*Conference on Audio-Visual Materials and 
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the School Library. Mrs. Will C. Daniels, 
director. 
1950**Conference of Parish Librarians. Sarah 1. 

Jones, director. 

*Conference on School Library Problems; 
Looking Toward a Blueprint for Louisiana 
Schoo! Libraries. Mrs. Kathryn W. Moore, 
director. 

1951**Book Festival for Parish Librarians. 

*Conference on Selection, Organization and 
Use of School Library Materials. Jane Ellen 
Carstens, director; Phyllis Yap, librarian. 

1952**Annual Conference of Parish Librarians. 

*Selection and Use of Louisiana Materials. 
Lillian Kennedy, director; Janet Campbell, 
librarian. * 


1953*** Discussion Leaders Training Course. Dr, 
Wesley Wicksell, director. 
1954 *Conference for Directors of Materials Cen- 
ters. 
****Institute for Parish Librarians. Mrs. Flor- 
ence S. Craig, director. 





*Co-sponsored with the Louisiana State De- 
partment of Education. 

**Sponsored by the Louisiana State Library, 
with the cooperation of the Library School. 

***Co-sponsored with the Louisiana State 
Library. 

****With the cooperation of the Louisiana 

State Library. 


Recent Children’s Pooks by L.S.°U. 
hibrary School Graduates 


y 
NORRIS McCLELLAN 


Associate Professor of Library Science 
Louisiana State University 


It was at American Library Association in 
Minneapolis, June, 1954, that the first 
Grolier Award for outstanding contributions 
to the reading of young people was given. 
Members of the Louisiana State University 
Library School faculty attending the confer- 
ence felt very pleased in their advanced 
knowledge that this award was going to 
one of our own graduates, Siddie Joe John- 
son, of the class of 1938. We could hardly 
wait for the appointed hour of the public 
announcement. ‘The citation, which carries 
with it a $500 prize, praised Miss Johnson 
for her ‘warm and human approach, her ex- 
tensive knowledge of books, and high stand- 
ards she upholds.” It added: “Through 
story hours, weekly radio programs, unusual 
Book Week activities, through reviewing 
children’s books and lecturing on children’s 
literature, through her own books for chil- 
dren and her encouragement and assistance 
to young people who wish to write . . . she 
has made books and reading and authorship 
significant in the lives of the youth of 
Dallas.” 
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Miss Johnson acknowledged the award 
with gracious humility, sharing the credit 
with many with whom she has worked. 
Awards were not new to her, however, for 
in 1953 she won the Texas Institute of 
Letters Award for her book, Month of 
Christmases. Her latest book is Cat Hotel, 
illustrated by Janice Holland (Longman, 
Green & Co.). In Cat Hotel, there are short 
hairs and Siamese and Persian cats, no 
ordinary cats, of course. There are Joan, 
Jonnie and Benny, three regal, sleek seal- 
point Siamese cats, belonging to Mrs. D., 
whose main occupation is cats, Don Miguel, 
Don Pancho and Dona Barbara from South 
America and the famous Snow Queen from 
Valley View Farm, but the most important 
cat is Butch, not a pedigreed cat but a hand- 
some silver tiger and very important to Ted 
Mahan, age 12, who belongs to Butch. 

Any twelve-year-old boy has trouble with 
the adults in his world. Adults never quite 
understand a boy’s problems; and Ted is no 
exception. In fact his problems are com- 
plicated more than usual when his parents 
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must go to South America for several months 
on business. What to do with Butch? 
When threatened with the possibility of 
having to give Butch away, he is so troubled 
and defenseless he goes so far as to say to 
his mother, “I guess you'd just as soon 
give me away, too.” Fortunately there were 
some adult cat lovers among Ted’s friends 
who came to his rescue. Mrs. D. needed 
help for her cat hotel and took in both 
Butch and Ted while his parents were in 
South America. This isn’t the end of all 
his problems, however, for cats can give 
you many troubles; and a cat hotel can 
really pile up trouble. But, of course, 
if you love cats you can always handle them 
and then there are neighbors who love little 
boys, and they can help. Cat Hotel is a 
warm, modern human interest story as well 
as an entertaining cat story. Ted even has 
an incentive to learn Spanish in order to 
properly communicate with the South Amer- 
ican cats and make them feel at home in 
Cat Hotel. 


Janice Holland’s black-and-white illustra- 
tions are simple, amusing, and in keeping 
with the story. Cat Hotel may not be an 
Award book, but it will give many boys 
and girls between the ages of ten and thir- 
teen much pleasure. 


Siddie Joe Johnson is Children’s Librarian 
at the Dallas Public Library. She conducts 
tadio programs, reviews books for the local 
paper, conducts a young author's club, and 
teaches a class in children’s literature at 
Southern Methodist University. 


There are other children’s authors among 
our graduates whose books appeared this 
fall: Mrs. Lynn de Grummond Delaune’s 
Giraffes Can Be a Trouble, illustrated by 
Robin King (Dutton) and Mrs. Dorothy 
Hawthorne’s A Wish for Lutie, illustrated 
by Kathleen Voute (Longman, Green & 
Co.). 


Giraffes Can Be A Trouble is delightful 
and humorous nonsense. It begins with 
Wilfred wanting ‘something big’ for his 
fourth birthday. He isn’t just sure what 
he wants but is sure he will recognize it 
as soon as he sees it. After several days and 
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considering several things, suddenly, as he 
walks by the zoo, he knows that it’s a 
giraffe that he wants for his fourth birthday. 
Wilfred had been warned by his father that 
big things sometimes involved Attendant 
and Resultant difficulties, so Attendant Ann 
Resultant became Wilfred’s name for his 
giraffe. As soon as the giraffe is acquired 
and named difficulties begin to arise. If it 
hadn’t been for Uncle Barker’s idea that the 
chimney would make a perfect bedroom 
for the giraffe, it’s hard to tell what would 
have happened. After that all that had to 
be settled was where to build another fire- 
place, but that was Wilfred’s father’s prob- 
lem. Robin King’s pictures are perfect for 


the book. 


Mrs. Delaune is Jewel Lynn de Grum- 
mond, who received her B.A. and M.A. 
in history and her B.S. in L.S. at Louisiana 
State University. She was a member of 
the Library School class of 1950. When 
Major Richard K. Delaune was stationed 
in Japan, she was serving there as a Special 
Services Librarian, and they were married 
at Sapparo Hokaido. They remained in 
Japan for two and a half years. They are 
now living in Columbus, Georgia, and their 
son, Richard Kenneth, Jr., was born De- 
cember 24, 1954. It is said that another 
book is in the making. 


Mrs. Hawthorne’s A Wish for Lutie is a 
pioneer story of homesteading in Texas. 
The favorite pastime of Lutie’s brother, 
Will, was playing going to Texas, but Lutie 
just didn’t see any fun in this. She didn’t 
like Texas. She missed the comfort and 
friendliness of her grandmother's white 
house with all kinds of rooms and rugs 
on the floor and lots of lamps that would 
shine at night and more water than you 
knew what to do with. On the bleak pan- 
handle of Texas there were none of these 
things. Here water was the most precious 
thing they had. Not a drop could be wasted, 
for it had to be hauled for miles across 
the prairie. There was no school and school 
friends. Will thought this was fine but it 
was hard on Lutie. Even her petunias and 
her beloved China doll met with tragedy. 
But before the end of the year happiness 
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comes to Lutie: there was adventure, a happy 
birthday, a new doll, a well, and a bright 
future. 

Mrs. Hawthorne is Dorothy Dickey of the 
class of 1942. She was born in San An- 
tonio, Texas, graduated from the University 
of Texas before coming to Library School. 
She married Jesse J. Hawthorne, who was 
then in the Air Force but later received his 





doctor’s degree in education from the Uni. 
versity of Texas. Mrs. Hawthorne has 
worked in the San Antonio Library and ig 
the elementary school libraries in Austin, 
Now they are in Commerce, Texas, where 
Dr. Hawthorne is head of the Department 
of Physical Education at East Texas State 
Teachers College. They have two daugh. 
ters ages ten and twelve. 





“he ‘University Builds 


y 
SIDNEY B. SMITH 


Director of Libraries 
Louisiana State University 


Louisiana State University is to have a 
new Library Building! 


It is to have a building as modern and 
functional as the human brain and imag- 
ination can make it. For a university which 
is fast becoming one of the great centers 
of the South—and of the nation—this is 
an important time in its history, and the 
building of the new library symbolizes the 
importance of education in the world today. 
The handsome new building will serve fac- 
ulty and students with the aid of the best 
modern library techniques. 


Those familiar with the L.S.U. campus 
will recall that the present building has 
long been considered by many to be inade- 
quate for a present-day university with 9,000 
students on the Baton Rouge campus. For 
some years there has been agitation in a 
number of quarters to see that a new build- 
ing was constructed. Though much work 
had been done on the project over a period 
of years it was not until the Legislature of 
1954 that money was appropriated for ac- 
tual construction. This Legislature appro- 
priated $3,500,000 and as soon as this was 
done plans were immediately put into opera- 
tion to develop a comprehensive program, 
to select architects, and to get the best 
advice possible for the new building. By 
late January, 1955, preliminary drawings 
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had progressed so that they could be taken 
to the Midwinter meeting of the A.L.A. 
in Chicago. Then and in the months to 
follow, with the able assistance of two dis- 
tinguished library consultants, Mr. Angus 
S. Macdonald and Mr. Keyes D. Metcalf, 
some rearrangements were suggested and the 
present plans began to take final form. 


By May, 1955, the Board of Supervisors 
of the University gave approval to the site, 
to the general outline of the plans, and 
instructed the architects and the library to 
proceed with any necessary refinements. In 
late October the plans and specifications 
were submitted to the Building Authority 
for their approval before putting them on 
the market for bids. It is hoped that the 
building will be completed so that it will 
be in operation for the opening of the Fall 
semester in 1957. 


Let me give you some of the details about 
the building as we foresee it. 


The building will be built in the quad- 
rangle north of Himes and Allen Halls. 
This is a big building—324 feet by 192 
feet—that is almost as large ‘as a football 
field, with each floor an acre and a half in 
size. 


It is planned in three levels on a divi- 
sional basis. The basement floor will con- 
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tain the collections in the Social Sciences ; 
the main floor will house the Humanities; 
and the second floor is reserved for the 
Sciences. 

There are, in addition, some separate 
rooms for special collections. One will be 
for United States and United Nations docu- 
ments and one will be for Archives, which 
will move into the building from the Law 
building. There is a fine space for our 
important Louisiana collection, and next to 
this there will be a Rare Book room. The 
Library School will have space on the second 
floor so that offices, classrooms, and library 
will all be together in one area. Central- 
ized Technical Processes will be a feature 
of the building, and will be located near 
the Card Catalog on the main floor of 
the building. 

Many special features give distinction to 
the building. It will be possible to have 
listening rooms for the use of recorded 
material: in connection with a large room 
there will be a number of small rooms for 
individual use or for small groups. There 
will be a lounge where faculty and staff 
can join in informal discussion around an 
afternoon cup of coffee. 

A Recreational Reading room on the main 
floor just inside the entrance to the Human- 
ities division will be provided for those 
who want to come and read informally. This 





room is planned as a handsome, well fur- 
nished one which will encourage the uni- 
versity community to keep up with the 
best in today’s reading. 


Several noteworthy aspects of the build- 
ing should be pointed out. In the first 
place, the entire building will be air-condi- 
tioned. This we believe is a very impor- 
tant consideration; first, to keep the books 
in good repair, and second, to provide a 
very comfortable study place during all 
periods of the year. As there will be seats 
for 2,500 people (and many of them at 
individual, private study tables), it is prob- 
able that the air-conditioning will make it 
possible to have a number of these seats 
in use at all times. The building will be 
so well lighted by fluorescent fixtures in 
the ceilings that a great degree of flexibility 
will be achieved, for a given area may be 
set up as stack space but it can be changed 
to make it a reading area by changing only 
the furniture. In other words, lighting will 
be uniform in practically all areas of the 
building, and will be of a sufficient in- 
tensity to make studying a comfort. 

Every effort is being made to have all 
of the collections available at all times. 
The entire building except for the Rare 
Book room and parts of the Louisiana Room 
will be on open shelves so that material 
can easily be found and used with a mini- 





New Library Building for Louisiana State University. 
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mum of effort. It is possible, of course, that 
we will find an open shelf arrangement in 
a building of this size with a large number 
of users a somewhat complicated affair, for 
bocks may easily become misplaced. But it 
is our hope that the benefits of the arrange- 
ment will more than outweigh the incon- 
venience of an occasional misplaced volume. 
Books will be shelved conveniently near to 
study carrels and tables, and enough study 
rooms will be provided so that those who 
need seclusion and privacy will find it easily. 
Seminars are planned in sufficient numbers 
so that classes using library materials can 
come to the building for their meetings. 
Typing facilities will also be available. 


Because of the location and the size of 
the building, it has been decided that, gen- 
erally speaking, the libraries on the campus 
will be concentrated in the new building. 
Our aim is to give as good service as pos- 
sible and to improve its excellence whenever 
we can. The chances for achieving this goal 
seem to be good in a centralized arrange- 
ment, so that our various users will not 
have to go from library to library to find 
material they need. 


Although the new building as planned 
will be a large one and is expected to hold 
a million volumes, we find we must always 
look far enough into the future to take 
care of needs as they arise. Even at this 
stage of planning we can foresee the time 
when a three story building will be full 
and we will need additional space. There- 
fore the building is being constructed from 
the beginning in such a way that two addi- 
tional floors may be added when they are 
needed. It appears likely that the enroll- 
ment at the university may be twice as 
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large in 1970 as it is today. If this turns 
out to be an accurate prophecy, we will 
almost surely need additional space for stu. 
dents and faculty. We can also practically 
guarantee that by 1970, if not before, the 
shelf space we are now providing will be 
used up, and it will be necessary to con- 
struct additional floors. 


Research and scholarship, together with 
teaching, form the core of our activity at 
L.S.U. and the library is to be built as a 
functional building designed to serve these 
needs. Excellent library service for many 
years to come will be provided at the very 
highest level attainable. 

VITAL STATISTICS 

The new library building is of modular 
construction—it is made up of repeated 
modules all of the same size. At LSU. 
the module is 27 feet by 24 feet. 

Size of building: 324 feet by 192 feet. 

Number of modules per floor: 12 (27 feet 
on a side) by 8 (24 feet on a side). 

Book capacity: 1,000,000 volumes. 

Number of readers: 2500. 


Total floor area: 187,350 square feet. 

Number of floors: Three, plus a pent- 
house on the roof for mechanical equip- 
ment. 

Ceiling heights: Main floor—12 feet; 
Lower floor and Second floor—9 feet. 

Lighting: Fluorescent. 

Architects; Bodman & Murrell & Smith. 
Post & Harelson, Associates. 

Completion date: Mid 1957. 

Money appropriated: Three and a half 
million dollars. 
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A New Kind of Festival 


By 


SALLIE FARRELL 


Coordinator, Louisiana Reading Festival 


Just a year ago the Bulletin carried a 
story briefly outlining plans for the Louisi- 
ana Reading Festival. Now, a year later, 
it is appropriate for the membership of the 
Association to have a report on the imple- 
mentation and results of the Festival, pro- 
moted during February, March, and April 
and aimed at adults and teen-agers. 


As coordinating agency of the Festival 
which had as its objectives to enrich living 
through reading and to bring more people 
to a realization of the joys of reading, the 
State Library's first big job was preparing 
kits of materials for Festival use. These 
kits included: exhibit suggestions ; radio spot 
announcements ; newspaper fillers ; suggested 
editorials; mayor’s proclamation; suggested 
news story to use with proclamation; sug- 
gested announcements for ministers; quiz 
on books and authors for club and news- 
paper use; suggested letters to heads of 
local organizations; suggested topics for 
club, radio, and TV programs; suggested 
book and film combinations for club use; 
posters; letterheads; and envelopes. Later, 
copies of the booklist, “Notable Books for 
1954,” and a twenty second movie trailer 
were mailed to librarians. 


The State Library wrote personal letters 
to heads of thirty-one statewide organiza- 
tions representing agricultural groups, men’s 
and women’s service clubs, veterans’ organi- 
zations, women’s cultural and __ patriotic 
groups, and educational and welfare or- 
ganizations. ‘The letters asked for coopera- 
tion in these specific ways: (1) to inform 
membership of the Reading Festival (a 
suggested article was enclosed for use in 
the official publication of the organization), 
(2) to encourage local units to devote a pro- 
gram or part of a program during the Fes- 
tival to a discussion of books and reading, 
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and (3) to mention the Reading Festival 
on regularly scheduled radio or television 
programs or to discuss books and reading 
on these programs. 


Personal letters went out in January to 
125 newspaper editors and to fifty-six radio 
and eight TV managers requesting their co- 
operation. 


The State Library organized a Speakers’ 
Bureau with speakers available during the 
Festival months to talk to groups all over 
the state on books and reading, or related 
topics. The Bureau was made up of three 
newspapermen, a priest, a library board 
member, a college professor, two librarians, 
a former librarian, and a director of the 
Citizens’ Library Movement. Dozens of 
librarians, however, not officially part of 
the Bureau, talked before groups during 
the Festival. 


All college and university librarians were 
contacted by the chairman of the College 
and Reference Section of the Louisiana 
Library Association suggesting ways to par- 
ticipate in the Festival. The Supervisor of 
School Libraries wrote over five hundred 
school librarians in the state requesting their 
participation. This group was also con- 
tacted at the fall meeting of the Louisiana 
Association of School Librarians. 


School librarians in the twenty-three par- 
ishes in the state without public library 
service deserve special commendation for not 
only promoting the Festival in their schools 
but for reaching out into their communities 
with plans to make adults more aware of the 
pleasures of reading. 


Although financing of the Festival was 
done cooperatively the State Library in- 
vested most heavily in it. Each public 
library in the state paid a flat $15.00 fee 
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covering costs of stationery, posters, book- 
lists, and one movie trailer. Those public 
libraries which had outside speakers paid 
their travel expenses. The Association paid 
$137.50 for the eight twenty second spots 
on film for TV use. The L.S.U. Library 
School made the 1954 summer planning 
conference possible. The State Department 
of Education, mentioned above, mailed post- 
ers and letters to all school librarians. The 
State Library contributed the kits of sug- 
gested mimeographed materials, considerable 
postage, long distance telephone calls, and 
much staff time. 


It is a difficult thing to assess and evaluate 
a statewide program such as the Festival. 
The incomplete facts and figures on file at 
the State Library tell only half the story. 
Many libraries taking part in the Festival 
did not officially report their participation. 
We know of newspaper stories that appeared 
of which we do not have copies. There 
may be many more of which we have no 
record, 





The exhibit pictured above and prepared for the 1955 L.L.A. Convention indicates the 


For what they may be worth some sta. 
tistics are listed below: 

60 out of the 64 parishes participated in 
various ways. 

All but 4 parish libraries took part in 
the Festival. 

24 out of 39 parish libraries reported in. 
creases in use over the same three months 
in 1954. Because East Carroll and & 
Martin were not operating during this 
period in 1954 they are not included in 
this number. 


9 college and university libraries reported 
some activity. 

70 schools’ returned Festival question- 
naires reporting activity. 

Newspapers in all but three parishes car- 
ried stories on the Festival. 

The State Library has on file 2090 inches 
of newspaper publicity which we are certain 
is far from complete. 


A summary of questionnaires returned by 
thirty-seven parish librarians, two public 


statewide participation and interest in the Louisiana Reading Festival. 
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librarians, and thirteen school librarians pro- 
moting the Festival in both the school and 
community reported that: 

28 radio stations used the spots prepared 
by the State Library. 

4 TV stations used the Festival trailer. 

27 TV programs took note of the Fes- 
tival. 

51 libraries had special displays. 

44 mayors issued proclamations (the Gov- 
ernor did, too!). 

143 ministers made announcements about 
the Festival either from the pulpit or in 
church bulletins. 

1,261 heads of local organizations were 
contacted about the Festival either by letter 
or personally. 

170 clubs had Festival-inspired programs. 

70 clubs made special library visits during 
the Festival. 

58 theatres used the movie trailer. 

4 libraries conducted essay contests on 
“What Reading Means to Me.” 

41 papers used the editorials and ‘‘fillers”’ 
prepared by the State Library. 

279 Festival stories were carried by news- 
papers. 

More significant than the above statistics, 
however, are comments made by librarians. 
Some of them are: 

“The Reading Festival has done more 
to focus attention on the library and library 
service than any other project.” 

“People who had not been in the library 
for years came during the Festival.” 

“The prestige value of the Festival was 
enormous.” 
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“The Festival served to call attention to 
the library. It brought new borrowers 
and caused those who were already using 
the Library to come in more often. In 
addition to the growth in circulation, the 
reference use of the library increased.” 


“The Festival brought many new con- 
tacts.” 


“The Festival was truly successful in our 
parish. Everyone cooperated beautifully.” 

“I feel that the publicity developed dur- 
ing the Reading Festival will have a long 
range effect. I consider the program a com- 
plete success.” 


“The efforts made by the staff to ac- 
quaint the community with the services 
offered by the library seem to have been 
worthwhile. Some business men have made 
use of the library for the first time.” 


Thirty-two public librarians answered 
“yes,” unequivocally, to this question in the 
Festival questionnaire: “‘Do you consider the 
extra time and effort expended worthwhile?” 
Five qualified their affirmative replies; one 
did not comment. 


The originality, ingenuity, resourcefulness, 
and energy of Louisiana librarians and 
friends of libraries in making the Reading 
Festival a success cannot be too highly 
praised. Whether it was a specially de- 
signed flag with the Festival emblem em- 
blazoned on it flying proudly on a library’s 
lawn, Festival posters in public busses, 
librarians planning TV programs together, 
or busy citizens talking before clubs about 
books and reading, it all added up to an 
effective program leading many Louisianians 
to discover and rediscover “the wonderful 
world of books.” 





A vital area in which we all should take a more prominent role is recruitment. Clara 
S. Haupt, Chairman, L.L.A. Recruitment Committee, and two members of her Committee, 


Agnes Clark and Elizabeth Stoney, present below suggestions for interesting young 


people in library careers. 


Recruitment— °What °You Can Do! 
I'm Just a Librarian 


By 
CLARA S. HAUPT 
Terrebonne Parish Library 


Recruiting again? Yes, it’s a full time, 
never-ending job for all of us—not just a 
one-week or one-month effort, but a continu- 
ous process of making our profession attrac- 
tive to young people who are potential 
librarians. But that’s what we have the Re- 
cruiting Committee for, you say? You're 
right, it is the duty of the Committee to 
“carry on any activities which it feels suit- 
able and effective in bringing desirable 
people in the library profession.” But the 
Committee also has the duty ‘‘to stimulate 
and encourage other individuals and groups 
to promote recruiting activities.” It has been 
proven time after time that it’s individual, 
petsonal contact that brings into the profes- 
sion people who are left unimpressed by 
reams of literature and public pronounce- 
ments of “Be a Librarian.” 


Perhaps the point will be clearer to you 
if you stop for just a minute in your busy 
life and ask yourself a question. Why did 
you become a librarian? I'll venture to say 
that the majority of us are librarians because 
of some other librarians who inspired us to 
go and do likewise. But, you complain, no 
one ever asks you to appear on a career day 
program—the students choose the careers 
they are most interested in and librarianship 
just never gets any votes. That’s the point. 
Why aren’t young people interested in be- 
coming librarians? Why are they so much 
more interested in engineering, law, medi- 
cine, fashion designing, the theatre, etc. ? 
Why do other professions seem glamorous 
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and library work so dull? Is it because other 
professions offer higher salaries? We like 
to use that as an excuse. Library salaries 
are better than they have ever been and 
promise to continue to improve. When you 
stop to think about it there aren't too many 
opportunities for getting rich quick in any 
profession. There must be years of study 
and some experience before any professional 
career pays off. It’s the exception that gets 
publicity. Besides it really isn’t true that 
young people nowadays are interested only 
in the highest salaries. If you'll take the 
trouble to talk to some of them you will 
find they take a great many other things into 
consideration. Don’t misunderstand me— 
good salaries are important, and it is our 
duty to do what we can to see that salaries 
in the library field keep pace with those of 
other professions, but higher salaries alone 
won't do the job. 


Why do so many young people think of 
a library career as a very dull, uninteresting 
prospect? They really do, you know, and 
that’s why so few of them take the trouble 
to read the recruiting literature we so hope- 
fully set before them. I believe we ought 
to indulge in a little self-examination here. 
In our contacts with the public we may have 
been unconsciously over-emphasizing the dis- 
advantages instead of the advantages of our 
profession. Are we perhaps doing our little 
bit to foster this idea of dullness and medi- 
ocrity? Are we among those who moan 
and groan over how hard we work and how 
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little we have to work with, how no one 
realizes Our importance in the scheme of 
things (the athletic department always gets 
more money than the library, a beautiful 
new swimming pool is built while the library 
struggles along in an old run-down build- 
ing, etc., etc., etc.) Who could possibly be 
interested in such an unhappy career? 


An off-hand complaint overheard by an 
interested student would certainly turn his 
attention to some other profession. Have 
you ever heard an actor say, “Oh, I’m just 
an actor,” or a lawyer say, “Oh, I'm just a 
lawyer”? No, they are proud to be part 
of a fine profession and by their public and 
private attitude let the world know there 
just isn’t a finer career to follow. We who 
are in such constant contact with young 
people during the years in which they are 
selecting a career are in a dangerous as well 
as an enviable position. We must make 
doubly sure that our profession is constantly 
made to appear in its best light—that it 
really is the satisfying, rewarding profession 
that made us choose it over all others. How 
many of us started out on some other 
career and then found library work was 
what we really wanted to do? There are 
probably many more persons who left some 





other work to become librarians than there 
are former librarians now working in other 
fields. Let’s put this satisfaction in our 
work across to those with whom we come 
in contact. Perhaps we've been too modest 
—let’s blow our own horn a little louder 
(who knows, we might even be heard by 
those who make library appropriations) , and 
surely we want those who look to us for 
guidance to appreciate the work we have 
chosen as our own. When you're feeling on 
top of the world and know there’s nothing 
so satisfying as library work, let others know 
about it; when you’re having one of those 
days when everything goes wrong, paste on 
a smile and keep quiet—tomorrow’s an- 
other day and you know you wouldn't trade 
your job for anything but another library 
job. Put that across to everyone you meet 
and they will have to enlarge the library 
schools to take care of the enrollment. Let’s 
pay off our debt to those who helped us 
choose our career by recruiting someone. By 
our day-to-day attitude towards our work 
we can make others say, ‘““That’s what I'd 
like to be. How do I go about it?’’ Don’t 
wait to be invited to a career day. Make 
every day a career day by simply admitting 
that you are a member of a very select pro- 
fession. Let’s not say, ‘I’m just a librarian,” 
but rather, “I AM A LIBRARIAN.” 


High School Librarians and Recruitment 


y 
AGNES R. CLARK 
Natchitoches High School Library 


With the advent of more and improved 
library services on the elementary level, 
there seems to be a greater interest in school 
librarianship as a career. Young people in 
the upper elementary grades are being given 
responsibilities in the library which are 
satisfying to them; and, consequently, they 
are wanting to become librarians. 


In many cases the child’s interest will 
wane as newer fields of interest are discov- 
ered. However, if encouraged and guided, 
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some of these students will probably go 
into the library profession. 

It is all too apparent that the high 
school librarian has her hands full. She 
needs to keep alive the interests of students 
already aware of the possibilities of a career 
in the library field, and she needs to awaken 
the interest of others who have not sensed 
the opportunities which are available to them 
there. 

Many times when students work in the 
library, they get a glimpse of the immense 
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amount of time and energy that are ex- 
pended there. This has a tendency to make 
them want to seek some other profession. 
To these pupils, the librarian might point 
out that there are many other fields in the 
library profession besides school library 
work. Also, she should emphasize to all 
students the happiness and satisfaction which 
may be the lot of one working with books 
and people in any capacity. 


A point which all librarians could well 
stress is the fact that librarians are in great 
demand. By showing those interested the 
“Position Open” entries in an A.L.A. Bulle- 
tin and pointing out the good working con- 
ditions and pay scale, the librarian should 
interest many who might not know how 
great the need in the field is. Parish super- 
intendents could be contacted in order to 
find out how great is their need for librari- 
ans. 


Book Week should be an excellent time 
to interest people in the library profession. 
A series of assembly programs on different 
fields of librarianship might well point out 
to the student body as a whole the adventure, 
scope, and satisfaction one can find in the 
profession. Perhaps a college librarian and 
or parish librarian might lend a helping 
hand in this respect. There may be any 
number of other phases of librarianship rep- 
resented in your community. If there are 
not, one might call on interested persons to 
get information on these professions. The 
students would really be impressed with 
opportunities offered librarians for travel 
through service in the military libraries and 
in the U. S. with library work in Special 
Services Libraries. 


In order to create school-wide interest in 
librarianship as a career, an interested stu- 
dent might be assigned to watch newspapers 
for information on unusual library posi- 
tions. Attention could be called to them by 





announcements in study halls and assemblies 
as well as by casual conversations. 

Panel discussions using interested students 
to discuss various types of libraries could 
easily be a means of informing the whole 


school of available opportunities. This 
might also serve as a means of getting in- 
terested students better informed and more 
interested. 


The local library club might well serve 
as a recruiting agency among its own mem- 
bers as well as among the whole student 
body. This club might be the sponsoring 
agent for assembly programs for Book Week 
as well as other assembly programs. Their 
club programs could be informative as to 
library opportunities. Some of its activities 
might be in the form of visits to other 
types of libraries with hope of arousing a 
desire in members to become interested in 
the profession. 


Louisiana Teen Age Librarians Associa- 
tion could probably be used to advantage 
as a recruitment agency. Each year at con- 
vention time many opportunities to visit or 
to hear from other types of libraries might 
be provided as a means of creating interest 
in the profession. Many of this organiza- 
tion’s programs are designed to create an 
interest in books and reading. This needs 
to be pointed out to the student, however. 


There are many things a school librarian 
might do to interest students in becoming 
librarians. The most effective means seems 
to be the personal contact one makes and 
keeps with those interested in the profes- 
sion. It may well be that this will need 
to be continued throughout his college life 
also, since some who plan to be librarians 
in high school change their minds after en- 
tering college. Perhaps the personal con- 
tact needs to be continued even into the 
profession itself if we are to keep them 
once we have them. 
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“What Can the College Library Do 





©o Recruit Librarians? 


By 


ELIZABETH STONEY 


Southeastern Louisiana College Library 


In the recruiting of librarians the college 
library can use many methods that other 
types of libraries use. Since personal con- 
tact seems to be one of the most important 
ways of winning recruits to the profession, 
college librarians should not overlook op- 
portunities to talk with individual students 
who appear to have the qualifications and 
personality desirable in library work. A 
friendly, helpful, and efficient library staft 
can be a strong influence in recruiting. 

College libraries also can assume responsi- 
bility for collecting and distributing to stu- 
dents all pamphlets, leaflets, and other ma- 
terial on library work. They should arrange 
stimulating displays showing all types of 
library work, the need for librarians, and 
the challenging side of the profession. Fre- 
quent articles in the college newspaper may 
catch the attention of some students. 

It is important for the college library to 
make the college faculty aware of the need 
for librarians and the opportunities library 


work offers to gain their cooperation in ad- 
vising students to enter the library profes- 
sion. 


‘ The college library has a wonderful op- 
portunity to win recruits from the students 
who work as assistants in the library. There- 
fore the duties assigned students should 
show the challenging side of library work 
as well as the routine duties. 


Throughout the school year the college 
library can assume responsibility for inviting 
outstanding librarians in various fields to 
visit the campus and to talk about their 
work to interested students. These talks 
may be followed by informal social hours 
with refreshments served by the library 
staff. 


Each member of the college library staff 
should assume responsibility for recruiting 
and should use every available opportunity 
to show the true challenge of library ca- 
reers. 


Over the Charging Desk 


By 
EUNICE H. COTTON 
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The East Baton Rouge Parish Library cele- 
brated its sixteenth birthday on September 
14 with Forgiveness Day. On that day, 
books—no matter how long overdue—were 
accepted without fines and with no questions 
asked. The newspapers, advertisers, and 
radio and television stations rose admirably 
to the occasion. More than 400 books were 
returned, and the day was a huge success 
... The air-conditioning of the Baton Rouge 
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Library was finished in time to be appre- 
ciated in August. The Baker and Carver 
branches of the East Baton Rouge Parish 
Library have been moved into very nice 
rented quarters, giving a lift to the staff, 
the public, and the circulation. Mr. W. 
Leroy Ward, Jr., president of the Fidelity 
National Bank of Baton Rouge and a user 
of books and libraries, has been named to 
the Library Board of Control . . . The Octo- 
ber 1 issue of the Library Journal has on 
its cover a picture of Valerie Patin, long 
time friend and borrower of the East Baton 
Rouge Parish Library. The picture was 
taken for the State Library as part of the 
publicity for the Book Festival. 


John Hall Jacobs, Librarian of the New 
Orleans Public Library, reports the follow- 
ing staff changes during the recent past: 
Mrs. Elva S$. Wilson, Library Assistant at 
the Mayer Gentilly Library, resigned in 
July, to leave New Orleans. She was re- 
placed by Miss June deBarbieris, graduate 
of Dominican College and former Page . . . 
Mrs. Fay Allen Schultz resigned in July 
from the Archives Department, to accept a 
position at the Louisiana State University 
Medical School Library . . . Mrs. Frances 
Munoz resigned in July from the Informa- 
tion Desk, and Miss Nina Lea Sinske was 
appointed in her place . . . A second son 
was born to Mr. and Mrs. Munoz in Octo- 
ber . . . In August, Mrs. Janeth Huber, 
Library Assistant in the Children’s Depart- 
ment, resigned, and she was replaced by 
Miss Constance Brown, graduate of New- 
comb College . . . Also in August, Mrs. 
Frances Seibert, Library Assistant in the 
Catalog Department, resigned, to be replaced 
by Mr. Julius DeBarros, graduate of Spring 
Hill College . . . Miss Mary Elizabeth Earle, 
Librarian I in the Order Department, was 
changed from full-time to part-time, in 
order to accept a teaching position with the 
Orleans Parish School Board, and her duties 
were assumed by Mrs. Bernice Zibilich . . . 
Librarian Jacobs and two Board members, 
Mrs. Rosa Freeman Keller and Mr. Charles 
G. Smither, Chairman, attended the Trustees’ 
Conference in Alexandria, October 7. Mr. 
Jacobs was also on .the program of the 
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Mississippi Library Association Convention, 
October 20. 

Mrs. Lellah H. Lyle, Richland Parish 
Librarian, and Mrs. George V. Cotton, 
Franklin Parish Librarian, represented their 
respective libraries at the First Educational 
Television Workshop held at L.S.U. on 
June 1... In June Miss Gladys Forten. 
berry, assistant in Richland Parish Library, 
became Mrs. Davy Day and in her place as 
cataloger Miss Audrey Marshall was em. 
ployed . . . Mrs. R. R. Rhymes, Trustee, 
Richland Parish, and Mrs. Lyle attended the 
Trustees’ Conference in Alexandria . . . 
Since July 1, the Richland Parish Library 
has been completely air-conditioned to the 
joy of staff and reading public . . . Richland 
Parish library officials announce with sorrow 
the death of Mrs. E. T. Lee of Mangham, 
member of the Richland Parish Library 
Board of Control. Mrs. Lee had always 
been an interested worker for library devel- 
opment and will be greatly missed in library 
circles in the parish. 


The Morehouse Parish Library has pur- 
chased a new Gerstenslager bookmobile to 
be delivered about December 1, 1955. The 
State Meeting of Parish Library Trustees 
and Librarians was attended by Mr. James 
Madison, Chairman of the Morehouse Par- 
ish Library Board, Mrs. Joseph Barham, 
Trustee, and Mrs. Hoffman Jones, Librarian. 


Inez Boone, Nell Cunningham and Mrs. 
Marvin Bass, Board member, from _ the 
Shreve Memorial Library attended the Trus- 
tees’ Meeting in Alexandria, October 7 

. Mrs. Mavis Frizzell, reference librarian, 
recently resigned to go with her husband 
to Dallas and is being replaced by Mrs. 
Ida Baker Boggs... Mrs. Evelyn Moss be- 
came manager of the Caddo Heights. Branch 
Library when Mrs. Augusta Hall resigned 
and moved to California . . . The staff of 
Shreve Memorial Library deeply feel the 
loss of Mrs. Gladys Browne, who died in 
August after an extended illness. She had 
been manager of the Parkview Branch Li- 
brary for three years. Mrs. Mary Randall 
from Oklahoma is the new manager of the 
Parkview Branch Library. 


L. L. A. BULLETIN 





‘on, 


rish 
t On, 
heir 
nal 

on 
fen- 


ary, 


tee, 


the 


the 
nd 


m, 
ry 
ys 





Miss Mary Alice Smiley, Assistant Libra- 
rian, Caldwell Parish Library, resigned Sep- 
tember 1 to be married to Mr. Joseph Luther 
Sanders of Columbia, Louisiana. Mrs. San- 
ders is now living in Baton Rouge while 
her husband is attending L.S.U. 


Replacing Mrs. Harry Lindsey on the 
bookmobile at the Claiborne Parish Library 
is Mrs. Ted Norris. Mrs. Lindsey resigned 
to move to Texas . . . Miss Shirley Ann 
Morse resigned her position as Assistant 
Librarian in July to accept a position at the 
Covington Branch of the St. Tammany Par- 
ish Library. In Covington she replaced 
Jerry P. Jackson who resigned as Coving- 
ton Branch Assistant. 


Betty Bonner, St. Tammany Headquar- 
ters Secretary, resigned in June to be mar- 
ried and was succeeded by Shirley Braun, 
previously a part-time clerical assistant .. . 
Mrs. Goldie G. Cogdell, St. Tammany Li- 
brarian, attended the Trustees’ conference 
in Alexandria . . . Lucille Glisson, Board 
Member, was reappointed in May to serve 
another term. She is presently vacationing 
in California and Hawaii . . . During the 
first week of June, the St. Tammany Parish 
Library celebrated its Sth Birthday with 
special activities at all the branches. At 
Open House at Covington Branch and 
Headquarters on June 5, a Reading and 
Reference Room was opened, a storage room 
being converted for this purpose. Sallie 
Farrell was the main speaker at the Cov- 
ington celebration, Sarah I. Jones spoke at 
the Slidell Branch library party, and Paul 
Phelps, of the Tangipahoa Library Board, 
spoke at the Madisonville celebration. The 
Acadian Bicentennial theme was carried out 
recently by the Parish Library at its booth 
at the St. Tammany Parish Fair. Effective 
displays and pictures borrowed from Acadian 
Handicrafts, the State Library, and the De- 
partment of Commerce were used. 


Mrs. Sidney Peltier, Board President, and 
Miss Edith Peterson, Librarian, Lafourche 
Parish Library, attended the Trustees meet- 
ing in Alexandria, October 7... Mrs. Flor- 
elte Porche, Thibodaux High School Libra- 


rian, attended a meeting of the executive 
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council of the L.A.S.L. in Alexandria, Octo- 
ber 8 . . . The teen-age reading program 
conducted by the Lafourche Parish Library 
during the months of May-September was 
considered a success. 119 teen-agers read 
a total of ten books each during these 
months. 


Miss Yvonne Toups, Librarian at the 
Francis T. Nicholls Junior College of Louisi- 
ana State University at Thibodaux, was mar- 
ried to Dr. Philip D. Uzee on June 14, 1955, 
at St. Mary Pamela Catholic Church in 
Raceland. Dr. Uzee is an assistant pro- 
fessor of Social Sciences at the Junior Col- 
lege. The Uzees are residing in Thibodaux. 


Mrs. Thelma Boles Castleberry, Librarian 
of Washington Parish Library, was married 
to Mr. Delmus D. Dixon on October 8, 1955 
... The Bogalusa Branch of the Washington 
Parish Library has been enlarged by acquir- 
ing an extra room in the present building. 
This room has become the Children’s Room 
and a story hour for small children is 
conducted there each Saturday morning, by 
the Branch Assistants of Bogalusa Branch. 
Plans for air-conditioning the branch are 
under way. 


Miss Jane Ellen Carstens, assistant pro- 
fessor and assistant librarian of the F. M. 
Hamilton Training School on the S.L.I. 
campus, is on leave this year to teach at 
the University of Minnesota in the Library 
School. Mrs. Robert May is filling Miss 
Carsten’s position while she is on leave... 
Miss Olive Gehring, Librarian of the F. M. 
Hamilton School Library and president of 
the Louisiana Association of School Librari- 
ans, announces that the association will meet 
in Alexandria at the time of the L.E.A. Con- 
vention. Miss Marguerite Henry, favorite 
author of children’s books and Newberry 
award winner for “King of the Wind,” will 
be guest speaker at the L.A.S.L. meeting . . . 
Miss Tressie Cook, associate professor and 
Browsing Room Librarian at the Stephens 
Memorial Library, vacationed in the West, 
Northwest and Canada. She visited the 
Huntington Library and the Library at the 
University of Washington . . . Miss Cecile 
Judice, associate professor and order libra- 
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rian at Stephens Memorial, vacationed in 
Washington, D. C., the Smoky Mountains 
and in Knoxville, Tennessee . . Mrs. 
Charles G. Cain is replacing Mrs. Robert C. 
Gilmore as assistant cataloger at the Stephens 
Library. Mrs. Gilmore is on the staff of 
the New York Public Library while her 
husband is doing advance study at Columbia 
. . . Miss Marie Mamalakis, associate pro- 
fessor and Circulation Librarian, vacationed 
in the West and visited the Huntington 
Library. 


Mrs. Randle Geisler has joined the staff 
of the East Carroll Parish Library as Book- 
mobile Assistant. Mrs. Geisler is a former 
welfare worker and high school English 
teacher. 


Miss Clara Heitman has replaced Mr. 
Robert W. Case as Branch Assistant of the 
Ponchatoula Branch of the Tangipahoa Par- 
ish Library. Mr. Case is attending Florida 
State University. 


The Ouachita Parish Public Library has 
a Board of Trustees who probably get 
around more than any in the State. Miss 
Carrie Dee Drew attended the Conference 
of the American Library Association in 
Philadelphia with Miss Frances Flanders, 
the Librarian. Miss Drew was the only 
trustee from Louisiana present at the Con- 
ference. Four trustees and the librarian at- 
tended the Trustees’ meeting in Alexandria. 
The trustees going to Alexandria were Mrs. 
Biedenharn, Mrs. Strauss, Mrs. McHenry 
and Mrs. Stubbs. In addition to library 
travels the trustees made interesting trips 
this summer. Mrs. Stubbs went to Europe; 
Mrs. Biedenharn to Mexico; Mrs. Strauss 
to Jamaica and Cuba; and Mrs. McHenry 
to Bermuda . . . Ouachita Parish Public 
Library sponsored the most active Vacation 
Reading club in its history. The theme this 
year was “Rocket to Adventure’ and 1508 
children earned certificates . . . The Colored 
Chamber of Commerce recently presented to 
the Carver Branch a very fine electric water 
fountain . . . Ouachita has a new Gersten- 
slager bookmobile on order to be delivered 
around the first of the year . . . The Chief 
Tusquahoma Chapter, D.A.R., presented a 
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beautiful American flag to the West Monro 
Branch of the Library. This presentatiog 
took place on September 17, Constitution 
Day, and was attended by impressive cere. 
monies which were filmed and later tel. 
vised, 

LaSalle Parish Librarian, Lola Cooper, and 
Vice-Chairman of the Board, M. A. Tanne. 
hill, attended the state-wide trustees’ meet. 
ing in Alexandria. 


Trustees of the Natchitoches Parish Li- 
brary who attended the trustees’ meeting 
were Mrs. Samuel Levy, President, Mrs. 
Crawford Young, trustee, and Mrs. Margaret 
Walsworth, librarian . . . Mrs. Nettie Me. 
Michael, new staff member of the Natchi- 
toches Parish Library, will serve as book- 
mobile and headquarters assistant . . . Mrs. 
Lula Hotho, former bookmobile assistant, 
was recently married to Mr. Frank D. Rus 


sell, 


In Calcasieu Parish, 1. D. Bayne, Sulphur, 
was appointed to the Board, replacing H. D. 
Patterson, President . . . The headquarters 
of the library was opened for general circu- 
lation on October 3 . . . The new branch 
assistant is Miss Pauline Peddy ... A free- 
loan record collection was added to the 
services in October, 1955. 193 records were 
circulated the first two weeks. 


From the office of Mrs Will deGrum- 
mond, State Supervisor of School Libraries, 
comes the following list of changes of 
positions made recently by school librarians. 
Mrs. Celeste Grayson, Gonzales High; Mrs. 
Mabel D. Smith, Hamilton Terrace Jr. High, 
Shreveport; Mrs. Eva White, Greenwood 
High; Mrs. Ela Mae Spence, North Caddo 
High; Mr. Edward A. Johns, lowa High; 
Mrs. Alma Ferguson, LaGrange Jr. High; 
Miss Merle Whitman, Marion High; Miss 
Jeanette Royston, Sulphur Jr. High; Mrs. 
Leota R. Hodgkins, Transylvania High; Mrs. 
Ruth Hammond, Gilbert High; Mrs. Nix, 
Central High (Franklin Parish) ; Mrs. Vir- 
ginia Toro, Delcambre; Mrs. Gladys David- 
son, Plaquemine High; Mrs. Mary Edna 
Ellfors, Shady Grove; Mr. C. W. Krumnow, 
Hathaway; Mrs. Helen Price, Judice; Mrs. 
Robert May, Hamilton Training, S.L.I. (Act- 
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ing Assistant) ; Mrs. Sally LeMarque, Race- 
land; Mrs. Glenn Moncrief, Dubach; Mrs. 
Ruth Chapman, Simsboro; Miss Wilda Ing- 
alls, Bonita; Mrs. Margaret M. Duckworth, 
Collinston; Mrs. Lucille Carnahan, North- 
western Elementary (in addition to her col- 
lege work) ; Mrs. Bernice Evans, Camptt; 
Mrs. Dolie Pearson, Powhatan School; Mrs. 
Betty Ledet, Flora High; Miss Marie Louise 
Goodwin, Fortier; Mrs. H. ]. Lane (Assist- 
ant), Ouachita; Mrs. Laura Whitehead, 
Buras; Mrs. Jeanne L. Roy, Livonia; Mrs. 
Frances G. Cranfield, Poydras; Mrs. Willie 
Lee McGowin, Poland; Mrs. Sara L. Buck- 
master, Cheneyville; Mrs. Vera C. Guynes, 
Buckeye; Mrs. Orea Bennett, Start High; 
Mrs. Olin D. Moore, Southeastern Louisi- 
ana College; Fred Garrison, Edgard; Mrs. 
Audrey C. Champagne, Lee Road Consoli- 
dated; Mrs. Ellen C. Moseley, Pearl River; 
Mrs. Melba H. Fulton, J. M. Davidson 
High; Miss Ruth Nesom, Houma Jr. High; 
Mrs. Marjorie Wade, Farmerville; Mrs. 
Norma Hobgood, Linville; Mrs. Elizabeth 
Colvin, Bernice; Mrs. Grace Veazey, Henry 
High; Miss Billie Wayne Broussard, Mau- 
rice; Mrs. Julia Couvillon, East Broussard 
(Vermilion); Mrs. Mary Nell Fussell, 
Franklinton; Mrs. Myrile C. Smith, Brusly ; 
Mrs. Susie B. Agner, Sulphur High. 


Mrs. Marie McPherson resigned her posi- 
tion on the Jefferson Parish Library Staff 
to accept the position of cataloger at the 
Baptist Theological Seminary in New Or- 
leans. 


Mrs. C. R. Adams, President of the Board, 
Mrs. Asa Kiper, Vice-President, and Mrs. 
George Cotton, Librarian of the Franklin 
Parish Library, attended the Trustees’ meet- 
ing in Alexandria . . . The Franklin Parish 
Library again had a very effective booth 
at the Franklin-Richland Fair, winning first 
place, a cash award of $35, among civic 
booths. This was the fifth year that the 
library entered a booth at the fair. In 5 
years it has won 3 first places and 1 second. 
The Parish Library also had an exhibit of 
garden books and a step-by-step illustra- 
tion of the growing of bulbs at the Franklin 


FALL, 1955 





Parish Flower Show, held in connection with 
the Fair. 


Miss Barbara Spier, who replaced Miss 
Clara Haupt as librarian of the Evangeline 
Parish Library, writes that she is enjoying 
her work and the pleasant association with 
the people in Evangeline . . . Miss Annetta 
Dardeau of Ville Platte is a new clerical 
employee of the parish library . . . Mass 
Rosarina Fontenot, former assistant librarian, 
is attending Library School at L.S.U. this 
year... Mr. R. B. Aucoin, President of 
the Evangeline Parish Library Board, Mr. 
Lionel Deville, and Miss Spier attended the 
Trustees’ meeting on October 7. 


Mrs. Humphrey Olinde, President of the 
Board, Mrs. John M. Morrison, and Mrs. 
]. M. Holloway, Acting Librarian, Pointe 
Coupee Parish, attended the Alexandria 
meeting of trustees ... Mrs. Holloway, 
Chairman of the Legislative Committee, at- 
tended the workshop and regular meeting 
of the Louisiana Organizations for State 
Legislations held in Baton Rouge, Septem- 
ber 19 and 20; L.O.S.L. voted to make 
the Louisiana File one of its projects dur- 
ing 1956. 


Robert L. Cain joined the library staff of 
Northwestern State College in June, imme- 
diately after graduation from the L.S.U. Li- 
brary School; he is doing cataloging and 
readers’ services work .. . In September, 
Donald N. MacKenzie, a University of 
North Carolina graduate, was added to the 
readers’ services division staff; MacKenzie 
was formerly at the Greensboro (N. C.) 
Public Library . . . Randall Detro assumed 
the librarianship of the Mars Hill (N.C.) 
Junior College at the beginning of the fall 
semester. 


Miss Clara Haupt, former librarian of the 
Evangeline Parish Library, is now Terre- 
bonne Parish Librarian. 


Miss Lucille Arceneaux, Lafayette; Mass 
Mary Ellen Tilley, St. Mary; Miss Margie 
Lynch, Vermilion, and Mrs. Dudley Wil- 
kins, Acadia, met in Lafayette on October 
17 to plan for a regional meeting of branch 
library assistants to be held in Lafayette on 
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MELMONT PUBLISHERS Incorporated 


dedicated to providing schools and libraries with attractive, readable books to 
supplement the social studies program in the primary grades. 


The slogan, LOOK - READ - LEARN can be applied to all books bearing the 
MELMONT imprint. They emphasize ATTRACTIVE YET DEFINITELY INFORMA- 


TIVE ILLUSTRATIONS, photographic for the most part, that actually supplement 
the text. 


SIMPLE VOCABULARY PLUS CLEAR, READABLE TYPE SUBJECT MATTER 
THAT SUPPLEMENTS THE SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAM IN THE SCHOOLS. 
SOME MELMONT TITLES TO WATCH FOR THIS SPRING AND SUMMER 


Allee, Veva Elwell The Frozen Foods Plant 
Dudley, Ruth H. At the Museum 
Greene, Carla Holiday in a Trailer 
Hastings, Evelyn Belmont Playground Fun 
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November 14. Iberia Parish will also be 
represented at the regional meeting but 
Librarian Ruth Lefkoviiz was vacationing in 
Hot Springs at the time of the planning 
meeting. 


Miss Lefkovits reports that 833 young 
readers earned certificates this year from 
the Iberia Parish Library, 185 more than 
in 1954. The Iberia Parish Library was 8 
years old, October 24. Within the eight- 
year period 1,088,261 books were circulated. 
The book collection now totals 35,701... 
The Iberia exhibit on Louisiana books at 
the Louisiana Sugar Cane Festival was cen- 
tered around a small Acadian cabin made 
to scale after the one in the Longfellow- 
Evangeline State Park. The work was done 
by the Jeanerette High School’s industrial 
arts class. To complete the picture two dolls 
were dressed to represent an Acadian boy 
and girl. Following the Festival, the ex- 
hibit was placed at the New Iberia Branch 
and is still drawing much attention in this 
year of the Acadian Bicentennial Celebra- 
tion. 


The Madison Parish Library now has a 
weekly radio story program for children, 
“Make Believe Time,’ over the local 
station, KTLD. Begun as a summer project 
last June, it has been continued every Sat- 
urday morning from 10:45 to 11:00. Each 
week the library provides one of the three 
full-time staff members or a guest story 
teller, and in October a new plan of having 
the story lady serve for a month at a time 
was adopted. Local people have been en- 
thusiastic about helping, and children all 
over the parish have expressed pleasure in 
the program . . . The Madison library’s fall 
treading club for boys and girls is now in 
full swing with more than 400 participating. 
The goal is to “Build Yourself a Library’ 
by adding red bricks to a library building 
as books are read. The number of bricks 
given for each book read ranges from one 
to five, according to the type of book, with 
general non-fiction counting the most. 


The Louisiana State Library reports the 
following personnel changes: Mrs. Eva Por- 
ter, cataloging assistant, replacing Catherine 
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Boyd, who resigned to teach school; Mrs. 
Marcia Perkins, former Livingston Parish 
Librarian, employed as the State Library's 
first full time acquisitions librarian, replac- 
ing Mrs. Sylvia Hardaway, who moved to 
Gainesville, Florida, where her husband is 
now assistant librarian at the University of 
Florida; Mrs. Jane Deupree has joined the 
staff as a Librarian in the Extension Depart- 
ment. 


East Carroll stepped out of the demon- 
stration category on June 30 to become a 
“full-fledzed” parish library . . . On August 
7 the St. Charles Parish Library Demon- 
stration was opened with Mrs. Charlotte 
Gaylord as librarian . . . On October 11 the 
Union Parish Police Jury appropriated over- 
head expenses for a library demonstration 
in that parish to open early in 1956... 
More good news comes from the St. Mar- 
tin Parish Library Demonstration that pre- 
viously delighted library-interested people 
with the voting of a bond issue for build- 
ings along with a maintenance tax. This 
time the towns of St. Martinville and Breaux 
Bridge have generously donated property 
for their library buildings. If we could edi- 
torialize, we would exult, ‘Miss Sockrider’s 
cup runneth over!” 


From the L.S.U. Library: Miss Alice 
Dugas, Romance Languages Librarian, has 
been appointed Chief Librarian of the Arab 
States Fundamental Education Centre of 
UNESCO with headquarters at Menoufia, 
Egypt . . . Miss Clara Douglas, Serials Li- 
brarian, is on a year’s sabbatical leave in 
Europe . . . Miss Florence Emert, formerly 
with the University of Arizona Library, has 
joined the Catalog Department staff . . . two 
former. members have rejoined the L.S.U. 
staff—Mrs. Harriet H. Callahan is in the 
Circulation Department, and Miss Lucile 
Wagner is the Music and Speech Librarian. 

William D. Postell, L.S.U. Medical School 
Librarian, has recently returned from For- 
mosa where he served as consultant to the 
National Taiwan University College of 
Medicine. He was invited by the Foreign 
Operations Administration to advise on ways 
and means of integrating the several depart- 
mental libraries of the University. 


159 








News on File 


By 


LOUISE WARD 


Merci, chers! 


When this issue has been put to press 
a new editor will take over the reigns of 
the Bulletin. It has been an enjoyable ex- 
perience to serve as your editor for the past 
two years. The kind cooperation and the 
encouragement received from you have coun- 
teracted in large measure any dull or anx- 
ious moments (i.e., proofreading the mem- 
bership list, late arrival of copy, lost cuts, 
etc.) that accompany any editor’s job. May 
I extend my special thanks to Vivian Caza- 
youx, Elizabeth Cammack—and to the mem- 
bers of the Bulletin staff, Elizabeth Raulins, 
Maric Mamalakis, Mary Garst, with a spe- 
cific salute to Eunice Heitman Cotton, whose 
column has kept you ‘in the know’ about 
your colleagues’ activities. To the new edi- 
tor and to the new L.L.A. Executive Board 
my sincere wishes for a successful '56. 

L. W. 


Acadian Bibliography. 

Recently off the press is The Acadians 
in Fact and Fiction, a classified bibliography 
of writings in the Stephens Memorial Li- 
brary, Southwestern Louisiana Institute, 
about the Acadians. Compiled by Miss 
Pearl Mary Segura, Reference Librarian of 
the Stephens Memorial Library, the publica- 
tion was printed and released by the Louisi- 
ana Department of Commerce and Indus- 


try. 
Friends of the N.O.P.L. 


An active library group which now has 
over six thousand members is the Friends 
of the New Orleans Public Library, or- 
ganized in the late fall of 1954. They are 
engaged in promoting the library program, 
including the bond issue for the new Main 
Library. Special projects include a weekly 
half-hour radio program over WTPS and a 
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speaker's bureau to supply speakers for civic 
and luncheon groups interested in learning 
about the local library situation. 


Florida Assistantships. 


The University of Florida libraries is 
offering three graduate assistantships in the 
academic year 1956-57 for study leading to 
a master or doctoral degree in a subject 
field other than library science. Graduate 
assistants work approximately 15 hours pet 
week in the Library, assisting in bibliograph- 
ical research or library administration. Sti- 
pend is $1,200 for a nine month period and 
holders of assistantships are exempt from 
out-of-state tuition fees. The deadline for 
filing formal application is March 31, 1956. 
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Inquiries are invited, especially from libra- 
tians or students in library schools who are 
interested in advanced work in subject 
fields. Applications should be made to: Di- 
rector of Libraries, University of Florida, 
Gainesville, Florida. 


Library Services Bill. 


A reminder from Sallie Farrell urges you 
to see your Congressman this month and 
urge his active support of the Library Serv- 
ices Bill. More important than seeing him 
yourself is getting at least one influential 
layman to talk with him about what the 
legislation would mean to Louisiana's library 
program. The bill has an excellent chance 
for passage provided each of us does his 
part. As you will recall, the House Educa- 
tion and Labor Committee reported the bill 
favorably on July 26, 1955. It is hoped that 
the bill will receive favorable action from 
the House Rules Committee early in Janu- 
ary after Congress convenes and get to the 
House Floor as soon as possible for a vote. 
And to quote Sallie, ‘Remember it’s up to 
us!” 


Buildings A-Plenty. 


On October 20 the contract was let for 
the construction of a wing at the rear of the 
Northwestern State College Library. The 
addition, which will cost $350,000, will ap- 
proximately double the floor-space of the 
building. The library will be air conditioned 
throughout. 

Detailed information about the new State 
Library building has been promised for a 
future issue of the Bulletin. But here is a 
short preview: the building will have a con- 
crete frame with relatively simple but dur- 
able interior finishes. The exterior facing 
will be of white marble. Readers’ services 
are to be on the ground floor; the adminis- 
trative offices will be on the mezzanine; the 


extension department will be on the third 
level; the services for the blind on the 
fourth level; and staff services and gene- 
ology on the fifth level. All administrative 
offices will be located on the north end 
facing the State Capitol. 

From Shreve Memorial Library comes 
word that bids for air conditioning and 
other improvements of the main library 
building are to be let in December. In ad- 
dition to the one mill tax which was re- 
newed by a vote of 2 to 1 in the October 
11 tax election, the Shreve budget was in- 
creased by $15,000 from the General Fund. 


In New Orleans the Library Board, Staff 
and Friends Organization are all working 
vigorously on objective number one of the 
New Orleans Public Library—a new down- 
town Main Library. This project has again 
been endorsed by the Planning Commission 
and the Mayor; and the Mayor has pro- 
posed that a bond issue election be held 
the first part of December, 1955, to obtain 
funds for this project—now estimated to 
cost something over three million dollars. 

The Jefferson Parish Public Library 
moved the Marrero branch into a new build- 
ing especially built for the library during 
the first week of November. Purchase of 
property for a Harahan branch has also 
been completed by the Library Board. 

In other parishes: Evangeline Parish Li- 
brary is settled in its new building on South 
Coreil Street in Ville Platte . . . Robert 
Miller has been selected as the architect 
for the new branch library buildings in Cal- 
casieu . . . on October 11 the newest branch 
of the Natchitoches Parish Library was 
opened—the Campti Colored Branch .. . 
the East Carroll Parish Library has ex- 
panded into the rear of a building. Moving 
the parish office into the new quarters has 
given the Lake Providence Branch much 
needed additional space. 





eouisiana bibrary 


The largest number of library trustees 
ever assembled in Louisiana heard John S. 
Richards, the eighth president of the Ameri- 
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‘Grustees Meeting 


can Library Association to visit the state, 
speak on the elements of effective trustee- 
ship at the Louisiana Library Trustees Meet- 
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ing held in Alexandria, October 7, and co- 
sponsored by Louisiana State Library and 
the Trustees and Public Library Sections of 
the Louisiana Library Association. 


After greetings were extended to the group 
of librarians, trustees and friends of libraries 
by E. F. Kramer, president of the Rapides 
Parish Library Board, James L. Love, chair- 
man of the State Library Board, introduced 
the featured speaker of the morning’s ses- 
sion, S. Janice Kee, executive secretary of 
the Public Libraries Division of A.L.A. 


Miss Kee told the group of approximately 
one hundred and thirty that, after attending 
conferences in 35 states and meeting with 
seven thousand library boards, she believes 
—if members have been equally exposed 
to manuals, meetings, speeches and classes— 
the difference between a good trustee and a 
bad trustee is the appreciation of the poten- 
tial of the library to every member of the 
community and a firm conviction and belief 
in the value of the library. 


In her talk, “Library Trustees, As I've 
Seen Them,’’ Miss Kee used as examples 
trustee activity noted in seven public library 
reports received by A.L.A. All seven had 
improved facilities during the past year, four 
had extended library services and made them 
more accessible, two had increased salaries, 
three had simplified their registration pro- 
cedures, two had obtained valuable gifts, all 
seven had added special services, such as 
showing art films, holding discussion groups, 
etc., and one is now lending framed pic- 
tures and portable phonographs. 


Her definition of the 1954-55 library is 
“a community center,’ and its foremost con- 
cern should be “bringing service in line with 
the interest of very busy people.” 


In commenting on trustees cited by A.L.A. 
for outstanding service, she spoke of the 
late J. O. Modisette, chairman for 15 years 
of the Louisiana Library Commission Board, 
and Mrs. Phillip Sidney Smith, mother of 
Dr. Sidney B. Smith, as exemplary trustees 
with “‘an unlimited interest in working for 
libraries.” 


In summarizing, Miss Kee said that good 
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trustees are those with vision, community- 
minded men and women; those who are 
willing to give freely of their time and 
ability and are aware of the importance of 
improving library laws and of the need 
for financial and interpretive support of the 
library; those who realize the importance 
of organized effort—on the state and na- 
tional as well as local level; and those with 
an understanding of the function of the 
public library, a true belief in its value in 
supplying men and women with the essen- 
tials of “a full life. 


A panel, composed of Miss Edith Steck- 
ler, of the St. Martin Parish Library Dem- 
onstration: Board, Charles B. Smither, of the 
New Orleans Public Library Board, Ovey 
Trahan, of the Winn Parish Library Board, 
C. E. Hester, of the Madison Parish Library 
Board, and led by John Hall Jacobs, dis- 
cussed and answered questions from the floor 
on such phases of trustee activity as ad- 
vantageous long range planning, public re- 
lations, the trustees’ part in selling the local 
governing body on adequate library support, 
the necessity of trustee affiliation with na- 
tional professional organizations and the 
trustees’ responsibility in formulating a defi- 
nite book selection policy. 


Following the luncheon, Mrs. O. N. Rey- 
nolds, chairman-elect of the Trustees Section 
of the Louisiana Library Association and 
vice-president of the Caldwell Parish Li- 
brary Board, opened the afternoon session. 
She introduced Miss Essae Culver who, in 
presenting Richards, said, “His wonderful 
experience in college, camp and_ public 
library work has been generously used to 
advantage not only in community and state 
activity; he has spread his interest through- 
out the country.” 


Richards, after extending thirtieth anni- 
versary congratulations to the State Library 
from A.L.A., said that trustees and librarians 
must form a team, each with a definite role 
to play. In listing and defining the ele- 
ments that constitute a good trustee, Rich- 
ards stated that a trustee must first know 
what place the library plays in the commu- 
nity and in the age in which we live; the 
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trustee must have the willingness and ability 
to serve as interpreter of the library to the 
community and of the community to the 
library. As we are gradually working to- 
ward an inter-dependent network of libra- 
ries, the trustee must see the library in 
relation to the state and national picture 
and as part of the educational picture. 


He further stated that an informed trustee 
with a firm belief in the library and its 
lace in our changing world is the best 
possible public relations a library can have, 
and that last, but by no means least, it is the 
duty of the trustees to hire the most quali- 
fied librarian available—one capable of as- 
suming responsibility——in order that the 
trustees can more fully devote their time 
to the policy making activities of the library. 


In closing Richards told the group, “I 
would leave with you the feeling of great 
faith in the destiny of our libraries and 
great pride in the part trustees can play in 
the realization of this destiny. The Ameri- 
can Public Library is in the great tradition in 
providing for every individual the self- 


realization which we know to be truly Amer- 
ican. Today the library represents a mag- 
nificent contribution to the nation at large 
and to every community where we are priv- 
ileged to serve. We can be proud that 
we have accomplished so much, often with 
so little. We can face the unfinished task of 
twenty-seven million Americans yet unserved 
with courage and optimism, because the 
library team of trustees and librarians dedi- 
cated’ to the library ideal is unbeatable. We 
are living through times which call for great- 
ness. The people will respond, and our 
libraries have a frightening, yet thrilling, re- 
sponsibility to lead the way.” 

After this, a brief meeting of the Citizens’ 
Library Movement was presided over by 
James L. Love, who thanked the members 
for their effort toward getting the new State 
Library building, and, in the absence of the 
treasurer, C. Paul Phelps, read the treasurer’s 
report. Dr. Harriet Daggett was unani- 
mously re-elected to the board as one of its 
directors, and, after the members voted to 
support the Library Services Bill, the meet- 
ing was adjourned. 
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The names of the following L.L.A. mem- 
bers were received after the Summer issue 
of the Bulletin was issued. An * denotes 
A.L.A. membership. 


Sustaining memberships: 
*New Orleans Public Library, New Orleans, La. 
Individual memberships: 


*Bishop, Mrs. Lucie Mae, Circulation Librarian, 
Southeastern La. College, Hammond 

Bond, Mrs. Evelyn, Board member, Livingston 
Parish Library, Denham Springs 

Brackin, Mr. J. J., Trustee, Avoyelles Parish 
Library, Simmesport 

Couvillion, Mrs. W. F., Trustee, Avoyelles Parish 
Library, Marksville 

Cross, Mrs. Lucille Schneider, Librarian, Queens- 
borough Branch Library, Shreveport 

*DeSoto Parish Library, Mansfield 

*Dupre, Edith G., Trustee, Lafayette Public Li- 
brary, Lafayette 

Earnest, Mr. W. C., Jr., Trustee, Avoyelles Parish 
Library, Bunkie 

Hall, Mrs. L. G., Board Member, Livingston 
Parish Library, Watson 

Huesmann, Mr. Charles, Trustee, Avoyelles Par- 
ish Library, Cottonport 

Johnson, Mrs. Frankie, Branch Assistant, Martin 
Public Library, Pineville 

Kaufman, Shirley, Vinton 

Kinchen, Mrs. Henry, Board Member, Livingston 
Parish Library, Livingston 

*Kitchens, Betty G., Assistant Librarian, Louisiana 
College, Pineville 

Kytle, Blanche, Librarian, Kenner High School, 
Kenner 

*Lartigue, Reverend Pius, Librarian, St. Joseph 
Seminary Library, St. Benedict 

*Lefkovits, Ruth, Librarian, Iberia Parish Library, 
New Iberia 

*Lemert, Mrs. Louise Gray, Ass’t Prof. Lib. Sci., 
Northeast La. College, Monroe 

Lemoine, Mrs. Gano, Trustee, Avoyelles Parish 
Library, Marksville 

Lemoine, Mr. L. L., Jr., Trustee, Avoyelles Parish 
Library, Cottonport 

Livingston Parish Library, Livingston 

Logan, Mr. George King, Assistant Librarian, 
New Orleans Public Library, New Orleans 

Major, Mrs. Irene B., Headquarters Assistant, 
Pointe Coupee Parish Library, Ventress 

Mowrey, Bob, Librarian, McNeese State College, 
Lake Charles 

Peak, Mr. Joseph, President of Library Board, 
Livingston Parish Library, Livingston 

Perkins, Mrs. Louise R., Ferriday 

Perkins, Mrs. Marcia W., Parish Librarian, Living- 
ston Parish Library, Livingston 
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Additional £..A. MMembers 


Persell, Mrs. Lois, Librarian, Touro School of 
Nursing, New Orleans 

*Reeves, Mrs. Miriam G., Librarian, State Dept, 
of Education, Baton Rouge 

*Ritter, Mrs. Cecile J., Base Librarian, 6200 Air 
Base Group, San Francisco, Calif. 

Robertson, Mrs. Antoinette, Baton Rouge 

Scheerer, Ernest J., Librarian, Louisiana Polytech. 
nic Institute, Ruston 

*Sisson, Mrs. Thomas E., Cataloger, Howard. 
Tilton Memorial Library, Tulane, New Or. 
leans 

*Sister Etienne, Librarian, St. Joseph High School, 
New Orleans 

*Smith, Mr. Sidney B., Director of Libraries, 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge. 

Tullos, Tommie Jean, Assistant Librarian, Lake 
Charles Public Library, Lake Charles 

Wall, Mrs. Lorin, Board Member, Livingston 
Parish Library, Livingston 

Wellman, Mr. Murrell C., Librarian, Avoyelles 
Parish Library, Marksville 

Wilbanks, Mrs. T. F., Librarian, Breaux Bridge 
High School, Breaux Bridge 

*Young, Miss Lucile, Librarian, DeSoto Parish 
Library, Mansfield 

Zachary, Mary P., Alexandria 
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McClellan, Norris, Recent Children’s Books 
by L.S.U. Library School Graduates 142 

Mamalakis, Mario, Anna Belle and “Ann T. 
Quity”’ . 8 

Margaret M. Herdman ‘(Portraits of Louisiana 
Librarians—VI), by Kathleen Fletcher 122 

Morton, Florrinell F., Twenty-five Years in 
the Life of a Library School; Louisiana 
State University Library School, 1931-1955 126 

A New Kind of Festival, by Sallie Farrell 147 

News on File, by Louise Ward 26, 61, 98, 160 

Over the Charging Desk, by Eunice H. 
Cotton ai, 33, 95, 353 

The Past President’s Report, by Vivian Caza- 
youx 5 

Portraits of Louisiana Librarians 

V. Lucy B. Foote, by Mary G. Colmer 37 
VI. Margaret M. Herdman, by Kathleen 
Fletcher 122 

The President's Page, by’ Elizabeth Cam- 
mack 4, 36, 72, 120 

Proposed Changes: in L.L.A. Constitution and 
By-Laws 19 

Recent Children’s Books by L.S.U. Library 
School Graduates, by Norris McClellan 142 

Recruitment—What You Can Do 150 

The Rewards of Reading, by Shirley Knowles 
Stephenson 82 

The School Administrator and the Library, 
by Russell E. Helmick 15 

Smith, Sidney B., The University Builds 144 

Stephenson, Shirley Knowles, The Rewards of 
Reading 82 

Stoney, Elizabeth, What Can the College Li- 
brary Do to Recruit Librarians ? 153 

Thomas Wolfe Abroad, by Elmer D. Johnson 9 

Toups, Yvonne, L.L.A. Treasurer's Report, 
1954 30 

Twenty-five Years in the Life of a Library 


School; Louisiana State University Library 
School, 1931-1955, by Florrinell F. Morton. 126» 

The University Builds, by Sidney B. Smith . 1449 

Vosper, Robert, Book Collecting for Libraries 
—The Greatest Game of All 

Ward, Louise, The Chapman and the “ee 
book ree 
News on File . 

Watkins, Walter, 
1955 

Weaver, Ruby, Adventure with TV—or We've 
Been Screened .. 

What Can the aan Library Do to Recruit 
Librarians ? 


26, 61, 98, a 
The Literary Situation in 





EVERETT’S 
BINDERY 


Custom Binding 
Publications 


Library Rebinding 


CERTIFIED 
LIBRARY BINDERY 


CLASS A BINDING 


Medical Journals - Law Books - 
Bibles - Scrap Books - Prized 
Volumes - Magazine Binders 

811 Whittington Street 
Bossier City, Louisiana 
Phone: 2-6771 
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a complete binding service 


. Class “A” Quality 
Book & Magazine Binding 

Free Shipping Containers 
Prompt, Dependable Service 


LIBRARY BINUING COMPANY 


2900 FRANKLIN AVENUE 


WACO, TEXAS 
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